PTA Meeting
27th January 2021

Present:

Claire Penny, Anna Everington, Caroline Barrass, Ursula Watkins, Lorraine Honour, Emma
Felce and Vicky Stock

Apologies:

Lauren Cox, Sarah Brandon, Anita Thatcher and Valerie Chua-Goh
Agenda Item
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Fundraising
 SB is working with DB to progress getting the PTA set up as a charity. Once this is achieved, we
will be able to claim gift aid and change to using an Amazon Smile account which will give us cash
back as well as Gift Aid. Awaiting update from SB.
 The planned non-uniform day for December was cancelled due to being too close to charities
week. A new date will be arranged once the students are back at school and settled into a
routine again. Date to be discussed at the next meeting.
 We will resume talks with Willen Hospice with regards to them selling the used school uniform in
their shops, in the Spring.
 Co-Op Fundraising scheme suspended until Spring.
 UW suggested we try the Newport Pagnell Education Trust to see if they can offer any funding.
UW will send the details to SB to approach. Awaiting update from SB.
Update On The School Day
 Google Classroom – The latest communication for the Students access and expectations of
students during the current lockdown were helpful and have been well received. No further
action at present.
 Parent’s Guide to Google Classroom – AE has created a Parent’s Guide to Google Classroom
which has been submitted to Martin Molloy and SB to check over. This can then be added to the
website and sent on to parent’s if needed. CP to check with Martin Molloy as to the status of
this.
 The onsite testing centres have been up and running on both campuses since the first day back
with great success. Students test themselves and results are produced within 30 minutes.
Parents are notified when students test and with the result. It has been great having a smaller
group to start with so as we are ready for when all students return.
 So far, the students attending both campuses are being responsible and the routine is working
well.
PTA News
 PTA visibility of the website – CP will make an introduction between AE and Paul McFadden to get
this up to date and AE will liaise with SB to ensure that all the appropriate documents are added.
 If you have not already, please can you send your introduction blurb to SB to be added to the
website. Just a few lines, which campus your children go to and which year groups, why you
joined the PTA etc. Please can this be done by the end of February please.
Department Bids
 There was a little mix up with the bank balance for the PTA Account as money was owed from
previous purchases. This was £295.99 which was owed to the DT Department following a bake
sale. We also needed to ensure that the funds could be accessed by the committee and David
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Bentley sorted all of this before Christmas and also added Caroline as new treasurer. This has
now been corrected and we have been able to honour the agreed department bids. CP will
double check that the bids can now be processed and then send the spreadsheet once finalised.
 The remaining bids will be rolled over to the next spend and/or added to the Amazon Wish List
and discussed at the next PTA Meeting.
How Can We Support Families During Lockdown/School Closure?
 Further to today’s government announcement, we now know that schools will not be back before
the 8th March. Luckily, our online learning systems are tried and tested, and this lockdown has
allowed for a much better quality of teaching and support tools to ensure that the students are
getting the best experience possible.
 A questionnaire has been sent out to students in Years 7, 10 and 12 to gain an insight to which
lessons they are enjoying, whether they use their camera, how they feel they are being supported CP
by teachers etc. The plan is to roll a similar questionnaire out to all year groups and parents too.
 School will be looking to introduce more creative sessions while online, these will help with wellbeing as well as providing a broader learning journey for the students.
 It has been asked if school can provide some form of guidance to both students and parents with
regards to supporting issues with confidence, lack of social interaction and low moods etc. CP
will look at options.
 Attendance levels are being monitored at each lesson and teachers are following a set process for
any concerns. This initially involves a mail home to parents and if no improvement then phone
call to parents and then home visits if needed. This process allows for welfare checks to ensure
that all students are being supported as needed and help find solutions to any problems,
technical or emotional.
 SEN students are having regular checks to ensure that their needs are also being met and so far,
this is working well.
 While attendance is being monitored, it is hard to monitor engagement levels. The SLT will
CP
discuss the usage of cameras for all students during live lessons, which will help with two-way
interaction during the online lessons. This will benefit teachers, but it is felt this will be a better
experience for students too. Safeguarding measures need to be considered to protect students
as well as staff. A communication will be sent out to parents and students once this has been
agreed.
 Students have been seeking support if they are worried about their friends and this is really
encouraging to see.
 It has been requested if the PE lessons could be a little more structured as some children are
choosing the bear minimum from the activity choices or just doing the theory section of the
lesson. CP will raise this to see what can be done to improve this.
AOB
 A concern was raised as to the criteria that needed to be met for families to get support with
their technical online learning needs. It was advised that there are two parts, the data support
from the government and then physical equipment support from school. CP assured that any
families who are struggling with equipment should contact the school who do still have resources
available.
Date of Next Meeting – 17th March 2021 6pm via Zoom
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