
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re. Attendance at school 
 
 
Thank you to those who attended one of the SLT sessions at the recent Tutor evenings (Y11 
still to come 20th November 2024).  At these sessions part of the information revolved 
around the importance of attendance at school.  Pupils should be attending 95%+ of school 
sessions because we know that there is a clear link between attendance (and behaviour) at 
school and the progress that pupils make. 
  
Each year we show the following tables to pupils that measure the behaviour and 
attendance of the 10 highest performing pupils in GCSE exams against the 10 lowest 
performing.  We measure progress, i.e. how well pupils achieve according to their ability, 
rather than the number of top grade 7s, 8s and 9s achieved. 
 
  
GCSE exams 2023: 

 
  
GCSE results 2024: 

 
  
In both 2023 and 2024 the ‘Green’ highest performing pupils on average achieved nearly 3 
grades higher than their targets in all their GCSEs, the lowest performing pupils were nearly 
3 grades below target in each of their GCSEs.  Why?  Well, you can see that the highest 



performing pupils had much higher average attendance than the 10 lowest performing pupils 
in both years, and their behaviour was better.  The correlation is stark, but not surprising. 
  
 
Nationally this is also true as the following chart shows: 
 

 
  
 
Even with a 95% attendance rate this equates to 2 weeks absence from school every year; 
by Year 11 a 95% attending pupil will have missed total of a quarter of a year of schooling.  It 
is clear why low attendance equates to lower outcomes. 
  
There is also new national guidance that all schools must follow in relation to unauthorised 
absence and fines for parents.  Fixed Penalty Notices (fines) will be considered when a child 
has missed ten or more sessions (five days) due to unauthorised absence in a period of ten 
school weeks. In September 2024, Penalty Notices charged to parents rose to £80 (if paid 
within 21 days) or £160 (if paid within between 22 and 28 days). Where a penalty notice is 
unpaid, legal action will be pursued.  Being late to school after registration counts as an 
unauthorised absence. PLEASE NOTE: It is not the school/trust issuing penalty notices to 
parents, and any monies generated from these fines remain within the Local Authority. A 
leaflet that helps to explain this is attached. 
  
You can monitor your child’s attendance and behaviour, both positive and negative, at any 
stage via the ClassCharts app.  If you have lost access to this, please do contact the school 
and we can reset your access to it.  If your child feels a ‘bit off’ or ‘under the weather’ please 
send them into school anyway.  If they don’t improve and really feel ill we will contact you via 
the school’s medical rooms. 
  
Thank you for your continued support 
  
Regards 
  
Andy Burton 
Headteacher Ousedale School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


