
YEAR 9 OPTIONS 
2024



RIGHT STUDENT 
ON THE RIGHT 

COURSE



KEY FACTORS IN DECISION MAKING

•Enjoyment - do you enjoy the subject?

•Ability - are you good at the subject?

•Future Plans - do you have career plans or are you 
keeping your options open?



ENSURE A BALANCE OF 
SUBJECTS



GCSE EQUIVALENT COURSES

• Vocational courses are recognised qualifications in their 
own right

• They are different to GCSEs but are not worth any less

• Now include an externally assessed unit

• They are graded Distinction(*),Merit , Pass

• All students will gain 10 GCSEs or equivalent



ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE

• Measure from the government showing a good pass (9-5) 
in
• Maths

• English

• Science (including Computing)

• a Modern Foreign Language

• a humanities subject (History or Geography)

• NOT a requirement for entry to Ousedale sixth form but 
universities have said they will look favourably on it.



Subjects that can be 
viewed as “facilitating” 
subjects are:

• Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics

• English (Literature)

• Physics

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Geography 

• History

• Languages 





CURRICULUM HOURS

English Language/Literature – 4 hours 2 GCSEs

Maths/Statistics – 4 hours 2 GCSEs

Triple Science – 7 hours 3 GCSEs

Combined Science & Sports Science – 7 hours 3 GCSEs

Option 1, Option 2, Option 3 – 3 hours each 3 GCSEs 

(equivalent)

Core PE  - 1 hour



SCIENCE OPTIONS

• Triple Science route which leads to three separate GCSEs in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics

• Trilogy Combined Science route covers all three sciences and leads 
to two GCSEs

• Students who follow the Trilogy option will also study Sports 
Science



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

This is what students would 
PREFER to do 

NO GUARANTEES.  

You should support your application with a letter or examples 
of work. 

25th March –DEADLINE to return forms!


