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The exam paper

❑ At home, encourage them to make it all the way 
to the end of the paper and not give up if they 
struggle with half of each question as they all 
start off easy and build. 

❑ Examiner makes it hard by: changing the context, requiring more precise terminology, assessing maths 
skills 
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Biggest problems students have in science...

❑ Sheer amount of content, high language level – Break this down into 
30 min sessions 5x a week. 

❑ Remembering required practicals – Watch them online and make a 
mind map / notes

❑ Extended writing – Plan your answer 

❑ Numeracy and graph questions



E-ACT OUSEDALE SCHOOL 4

Activity

Parents: Support students by asking them to explain a section they have rated green and make sure they 
are reviewing those topics that they have difficulty with.

“So what word describes the work 
done in a given time and what units 
is it measured in?”

“I can see you have struggled with 
this topic, what have you done to 
rectify that?”

R

G

A



E-ACT OUSEDALE SCHOOL 5

Mark schemes

❑ Remember to get the marks it is all about precision and detail.

❑ We encourage students to us mark schemes to help,  make cards/posters about a key concept including 
all the key words, statements that you can use and all those that you shouldn’t use.

❑ e.g. Why does breathing increase when you exercise? 

❑ Their muscles need energy x

❑ Muscle contraction requires respiration and respiration requires glucose and oxygen. This means / 
because of this breathing will go up to supply more oxygen.
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Extended Writing 6 mark questions

❑ Often students just write down everything they 
know about the topic.

Decode 
• Highlight the key word to identify the command word and 

topic that the question is in. Describe / Explain / Evaluate

Plan 
• Plan the key words to include, flow diagram of practical steps 

or annotate the trends in a table or graph. 

Respond
• Write a paragraph that includes at least a point and reason 

multiple times. Use linking e.g. because, and so, therefore.  
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Required Practical

❑ Revise the required practical's, including 
watching YouTube clips and learning HSW 
key word words. 

❑ 15% of every paper will contain questions 
related to the required practical tasks

❑ What to revise:

        Variables 

        How to make the practical reliable,  valid, 
 precise and accurate – repeat 
practical and take a mean

        Drawing a conclusion 

         Evaluating the practical method. 

Memorise some model answers / mark 
schemes
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Maths in science

20 + formula across the 2 papers to memorise.

Not all of them are on the equation sheet e.g. Chemistry 

• Fewer candidates gained the marks in the questions requiring them to recall equations. This 
year all students need to know the units. 

• Often when an equation had been recalled the student was then unable to rearrange it so that 
an answer could be calculated correctly. Students are advised to use the triangle method. 

• The concept of significant figures was not well understood. 

• Only 15% of candidates gained the mark requiring the use of standard form.Th
e
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Exam preparation 

            Invest time in knowledge enhancement
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Support with content / terminology

❑ YouTube – video tutorials

❑ CGP Revision guides

❑ Past papers
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