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Year 11 & Year 13—Cohort 2021-22

Good Luck to our Year 11 & Year 13 Pupils with their exams!

Year 13 Pupils enjoyed their final day!

Message from Andy Burton—Headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers,
After much to-ing and fro-ing with our designers I am pleased to show off our new
school logo and motto. As you know we consulted widely about our curriculum
vision and motto and we shall in the coming weeks be releasing our revised
curriculum vision for the school. But at the heart of it is our motto, to Be Kind, to
Work Hard and so Succeed Together.

As you read through this latest edition of Ousenews you will see fantastic examples of our motto in
everyday action. For example, Kindness is reflected in the developing environmental and
sustainability work and EcoClub that you will go on to read about, as is with one of our worthy
winners of our Employee of the Term, giving up their weekend to support a special needs pupil on
the Duke of Edinburgh expedition, and our elite staff athletes raising money for charity! Hard work
is evident in so much of the work that is being displayed, the beautiful artwork, the design work and
the Silverstone STEM day. And all of this comes together in Ousenews to showcase the fact that we
Succeed Together. There is so much to celebrate from the boys reaching the County Cup football
finals (they lost but being in a final is a very real success), Leah Williamson coming back to see us as
the newly appointed England football Captain, and huge array of individual pupil sporting successes.
I am also sure that our Year 11 and 13 pupils will enjoy success in the exams they have started,
through their continuing hard work.
But I would like to highlight 2 things that may not make full articles in this edition of Ousenews. I
was delighted to accept an invitation to attend a garden party at Buckingham Palace to celebrate
the pupils and staff involved in achieving the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award.

It was a rather rainy day, and I think that Nicola Marsden and Karen Murphy struggled more with
their hair in the rain than I did, but it was uplifting to be able to celebrate with so many staff, pupils
and parents with speeches and an appearance from HRH Prince Edward. The Duke of Edinburgh
awards will continue to be an integral part of our ‘experiences curriculum’.
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Message from Andy Burton—Headteacher
And just the other day we were delighted to learn that we have achieved the
Career Mark in recognition of the outstanding careers advice and guidance that our
pupils at Ousedale receive. The careers programme is a carefully crafted
curriculum package, put together and ably led by Donna Montague and Jon Grant,
so to achieve the award in full, not working towards, is a wonderful validation of
the work the team perform: thank you. Full details to follow in the next edition of
Ousenews.
So please read-on and enjoy this latest edition of Ousenews as we celebrate and enjoy success
together.
Andy Burton—Headteacher

Year 13 Final Day
Year 13 took part in their final day event on Friday 20th May. As you can see from these images, it
was a good chance to see each other, their Teachers and staff too, before embarking upon their A
Level Exams. Special thanks goes to Student Leadership for booking and organising the event, to
ensure a smooth and successful final day was shared. Plenty of memories made that day, and it is
with warmth and fondness we say good luck and best wishes to the class of 2020.

Employees of the Term
Nicola Marston

Bethany Hardie

She is gave up her weekend to support a
vulnerable pupil (D of E weekend) Nicola was not
supposed to be going, but has volunteered so she
can supervise this pupil. She really is going 'above
and beyond' and has shown real compassion.

For her continued support, she goes above
and beyond in her role. She has supported
staff through difficult times and has checked
up on them continuously. She is so busy yet
always has a smile.

Congratulations to our winners!
www.ousedale.org.uk
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Chair of Governors Receives a Town Award

Dave Moulson, our Chair of Governors at
Ousedale School has received a Town Award
from Newport Pagnell Town Council. The
school nominated him for his outstanding
length of service as a Governor, 17 years with
Ousedale and latterly as Chair for 4 years. The
School has always been at least ‘Good’ in this
time and Dave has supported its community
through the most turbulent time in post-war
education. Dave attends and contributes to all
Governor meetings (at least 22 a year), works
closely with our Headteacher and Senior
Leaders, meets the staff forum and PTA
members and continues to give time to
whatever else comes up in this incredibly
varied position. For a role that is voluntary,
Dave gives a lot of his time to our school and
keeps the wellbeing of pupils and staff at the
heart of everything he does. Well done Dave,
you thoroughly deserve this award!

Employees Fundraising for Willen Hospice
On Monday 2nd May, Suzie Whiting, Rose Camden
and Liz Beecroft completed the MK Half Marathon.
They raised £1,150 for Willen Hospice. Thank you to
everyone that supported them and donated!
A message from Willen Hospice:
Willen Hospice’s care touches thousands of local
people every year. We give comfort, ease pain and
reduce anxiety for patients and their loved ones.
Every pound given makes a difference - as it
enables us to do more for more people across
Milton Keynes when and where they need us. We
receive less than a quarter of our funding from the
NHS, which means the rest is donated or fundraised
for by amazing local people. Which is why your
support is so important and so appreciated – from
everyone we help, thank you!
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Year 6 Transition
The new intake parents evenings will take place on 22nd June at our Olney campus and 23rd
June at our Newport Pagnell campus.
The pupil Transition Day is 6th July.
There will be also be a coffee morning for Year 6 parents/carers of children with SEND. A
chance to meet and chat to the team and other parents and carers. This will take place after
half term and details will be announced soon.

Music Exam Grades
Congratulations to all the pupils below on their music exam achievements.
The Music Department

Name

Surname

Instrument

Form

Amelie
Wood
Ashleigh
Charlie
Lola
Jaedon
Michael
Nell
Hannah
Cameron
Zahra
Briony
Fiifi
Lottie

Brodie
Tom
Mcdermott
Fisher
Ewart
Njogu
Iannotta
Barrass
Mudway
Fletcher
Wilson
Wright
Essibu
Davis

Cello
Euphonium
Flute
Keyboard
Music Theatre
Piano
Piano
Piano
Trumpet
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin
Violin

8MM
10PR
7RC
9HK
8EMC
7KSW
10EG
10SV
10MW
10SV
7SD
10STR
8HG
9PHW

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Grad
e
1
7
2
1
1
2
3
3
5
2
2
4
2
4

Results
PASS
DISTINCTION
MERIT
DISTINCTION
PASS
DISTINCTION
Merit
MERIT
MERIT
PASS
MERIT
DISTINCTION
DISTINCTION
MERIT

Myths and Legends Club

The History Department at Newport Pagnell have recently
created a new history lunch club titled ‘Myths and
Legends’. Pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 have been engaged
in discussions of various myths and legendary figures,
ranging from Chinese creation myths to the well-known
stories of heroes and villains. Our main aim has been to
study mythical stories across a wide range of cultures and
time periods, so that we can spot the patterns and
similarities that echo across both time and place.
We opened our doors on the first week after half term,
and we now have 20 regular members attending on
Thursday lunchtimes! Our first investigation focused on
‘Creation Myths’, with examples ranging from the Chinese
egg to the Hindu Lotus. Our discussions showed us the
surprising similarities seen across cultures, all passed
down through oral traditions long before the written
language had even begun!

We have already covered the topics ‘The Underworld’ and ‘Hero or villain?’ and our next few
investigations include ‘Gods and Demons’, ‘Lost cities’, and ‘Prophecies’. Pupils have been
really excited to not only share their own knowledge of the popular myths of ancient Greece,
but to also learn new tales of betrayal, courage, and tragedy from other locations including
Iran, Ireland and China. It has been really exciting to hear the pupils’ opinions on both the
well-known and less-known tales, as they debate their different interpretations of these
stories.
The pupils have also had the opportunity to create their own myths based on the themes
they have already learned. Their ideas and creativity has been fantastic to see.
We look forward to the rest of the year’s mythology investigations!
Miss Hooper, Miss Hucker, and Mr Tipping
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Year 7 PSHE Presentations
Our Year 7 pupils received a PSHE presentation on Planning a New Community. Here are two
entries: Poem - Zahra Wilson and Planning of a new community - Evie Freeman.

New Community – Blossomville
Blossomville is a new community opening with the following facilities and services:
Houses/Flats for the community to live in, with a mixture of houses so it can be affordable.
Shops including takeaway and pharmacy for everything needed.
Play park for mixed ages with swings, slide, climbing frame, roundabout, seesaw, goal posts and
basketball hoop.
Green open spaces and allotments for people to enjoy.
School (Nursery/Primary/Secondary) for children to be educated.
Doctors Surgery/Hospital to make sure everyone is healthy and looked after safely.
Community Centre for any groups and activities to take place.
Vet to make sure all the pets are healthy and safe.
Post Office so anyone can make contact through the post.
Roads/Paths so people can drive/walk around the community.
Car Parking for those who drive somewhere around the community.

My Community!
My community is for people big and small,
My community is for one and all,
My community is very wealthy,
The houses are clean and people are healthy,
My community isn’t filled with litter,
The streets shine and sparkle like glitter,
My community has tranquil local pools
Delightful parks, tidy shops and friendly schools,
My community includes lots of sports,
Football, cricket, sports of all sorts,
My community helps each other out,
Nobody screams, cries or shouts,
My community is for people big and small,
My community is for one and all.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 8 Maths Challenge

Congratulations to the 85 Year 8 pupils who took part in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge in April.
We achieved 8 Gold certificates, 19 Silver certificates and 31 Bronze certificates.
Special recognition needs to go to Elizabeth, Anointed and Jessica who have qualified for the follow
up round on June 14th.
Here's a question for you to have a go at:

The answer is C 4

Year 8 Art
Pupils carefully constructed animal stencils and used them to print on top of collaged backgrounds.
The pieces are high quality examples of Native American Patterns which their assignments were
based upon. Well done Year 8.
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Celebrating LGBTQ+ PRIDE

In celebration of LGBTQ+ Pride month coming up in June, The Carbert Art Gallery, will be hosting a
themed exhibition showcasing work from pupils, staff, and external artists. We would like to
openly invite pupils across both Newport Pagnell and Olney campus' to create and submit work
celebrating the LGBTQ+ community.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Celebrating LGBTQ+ PRIDE
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KS3 Art Club
KS3 Art club were challenged to produce some fun and colourful designs to be painted onto CDs for
an outdoor art installation in the school Sensory garden.
All pupils that attended the 3 week workshop had brilliant ideas and it was fantastic to watch the
designs come to life.
We all really enjoyed using the garden and feeling inspired by the plants and flowers.
The pieces of work are now installed in the garden area and succeed in adding to the fun and
creative atmosphere.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 9 Art
Year 9 pupils have been working on a Trafalgar Square Installation assignment this term, creating
an original sculpture design to be placed upon The Fourth Plinth. The Installation brief was to
explore the theme of Diversity while learning construction techniques. We are very impressed with
their dedication and hard work this term. Well done Year 9.
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Year 9 Design & Technology
Year 9 Design and Technology pupils have been working hard designing and creating prototypes of
a brand new sub brand of trainer! They had to come up with a new sub brand, produce multiple
design ideas, match these to the design brief and specification and then create their prototype
using a block of Styrofoam! Here are some of the finished products!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 9 & 10 PSHE Visitors
This term PSHE has had a number of speakers and assemblies for Year 9 and 10 pupils, focusing on
‘What employers look for in employees’, CVs and writing applications and GCSE options for Year
9s and links to career options. This has allowed pupils to gain an insight into employers from a
range of industries, whilst also linking core subject curriculum links to PSHE, Citizenship and
Careers education.

Year 10 Newport Pagnell – Mr Grant introducing
employers / past pupils from Mercedes Benz and
discussing employment skills / careers.

Year 10 Newport Campus - Mercedes Benz
Financial Services - Communications and
Marketing Team - Harry Mundye (Apprentice
and past pupil).

Year 9 Olney and Newport – Mrs Montague and the
careers team discussing year 9 GCSE options and the
services available from the Careers team at Ousedale.

Mr Poulton – An excellent assembly, students really
engaged especially hearing from past students.
Miss Green (Year 10) - I think the presentation was
engaging and well presented. One of the most effective I
have seen over the years based upon careers topic.

Year 10 Olney - The Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) Apprenticeship Manager
Richard Dibben discussed employability skills and
apprenticeship schemes.
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Year 10 Engineering—Silverstone Experience
Interactive shows, hands-on displays and
unique cars and racing memorabilia - Just
some of the activities on offer to experience at
the Silverstone Interactive Museum.
Year 10 Engineering pupils visited for the day. With a STEM workshop, heritage walk, visit to the
interactive museum and checking out the vehicles testing and racing on the Silverstone track.
Pupils journeyed through the past, present and future of British motor sport in the interactive
museum to learn about stories from the sport and its history and the materials and technologies
used in the industry. Thanks Silverstone for an enjoyable day!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 10 Engineering—Silverstone Experience
Here’s what some engineering pupils had to say about the experience:

‘I thought that the trip was very enjoyable and a fun way to learn about the details of what
happens behind the driver and the inner workings of the race cars. It was very interesting
and it taught me a lot about how things work in a car and a race. I found it lucky that we
came on the day that they put cars out on the track and it was very fun to see them all
zoom past and of course seeing all of the old cars in the museum was very cool. It was a
great experience.’
Jamie Lawes

‘It was probably one of the
best trips I've been on with
the school, it was fun to see
cars going round the track
and the museum part was
very interesting.’
Caitlin Barby

‘The most interesting part of the day
was the talk from the Silverstone
guide. She had so much knowledge to
share. It was interesting to see how
my engineering skills could be applied
as a career.’
James Wells

‘The trip was amazing, especially walking on the heritage track learning about the
history of the Silverstone track and watching the cars go around the track, the
engines were like music to my ears. I also loved the workshop on protective
equipment and the car parts. Although my favourite part about the trip was the
interactive museum. I got to see the history of the cars and use interactive machines
to demonstrate the workings of an F1 motorsport vehicle. Overall it was a fun trip! ’
Charlie Neaves

‘Silverstone was an amazing
trip!’
Miah Wilson

‘I found it fun because it was interactive
and there was a lot to do when we were
there.’
Ellie Judd

‘It was really fun and interactive and I enjoyed it a lot. There was so much to
see and a lot to do. I didn't know how light some parts of the car were and
how hard the helmets are! I also highly underestimated how much
preparation went into making the cars and the drivers PPE.’
Paris Farley
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Sporting Achievements
The following are some examples of the passion and commitment our pupils display for
their sports.
We would like to thank the parents and guardians who have taken the time to share some of
the achievements our pupils have had over the past few months:
Year 7
Emma Gibb
Well done Emma for competing in the National Cross Country Champs. Emma had a
great start and paced herself well. She came 19th out of 118 in her field. Her time
for the 3000m was 11:18, only 38 seconds behind first place. Emma was the first
Bucks Swans runner over the line, despite placing 3rd at the qualifying race in Feb!

Laila Featherstone
Laila fought for a European championship title in kickboxing in Barnsley,
Yorkshire.
On the first day she won her first of 2 fights in the ring, gaining her first
European Kickboxing title. She gained silver in the 2nd fight. On the second
day which was competing on mats, she won her 2nd title then bronze for
her 2nd fight. Laila has been a Black belt in kickboxing since the age of 9
and began competing in the ring from then. Laila represents her family
owned academy TMKA in and around the local area!

Cameron Higgs
On Sunday 24th April Cameron competed in the South East Regional swimming championships.
He came 3rd in the 200m freestyle final. Cameron also has another weekend of regional
championships coming up and is hoping for another medal (or 2!!)

Will France-Moon
Will completed his most recent Taekwon-Do grading and
was awarded recognition as Red Belt - 2nd Kup! Will has
attended Kicks Taekwon-Do Academy for four years and is
their only 'non-adult' certified Student Leader, meaning he
assists the Senior Instructor with training the junior grades!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Sporting Achievements
Erin Solan-Hutton
Erin competed in a cheerleading competition at Milton Keynes stadium,
Future Cheer event with her team and achieved Grand Champion and
1st place in her category!

Thomas Phillips
Well done Thomas who
achieved his black belt in
Taekwondo with a credit pass.

Year 8

Daniel Mernagh
Daniel won the Bucks Boys net championship with a net
score of 61. He is now a member of the U14 Bedfordshire
team!

Jessen Hales
Congratulations to Jessen on completing his
first 5k parkrun. He placed 5th overall and first
in his age group! On a slow pacing course
Jessen managed a time of 21.29!
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Isabelle Harris
Isabelle came 2nd junior female in the
Harrold Pit Run on Saturday
23rd April, which was a great
achievement. She ran it in a time of
21 minutes 8 seconds!

Sporting Achievements
Year 9
Neomi Tomaskova
Well done Neomi who had her grading this month in International Jiu Jitsu and successfully
achieved her yellow belt!

Year 11

Tom Sanders
Tom has recently attended and passed the Introduction to Refereeing Workshop with the
Berks and Bucks FA and has been signed on to the referee pool for Newport Pagnell Town FC
(Juniors). He will be officiating the league games from U7 to U14 next season and in addition
will be reffing at the NPTFC tournament this summer. This follows an excellent season for
him acting as the nominated Assistant Referee for the NPTFC U11 Lions. Tom has performed
well and acted in a very mature manner, making some challenging decisions and standing by
those decisions even when questioned.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Sporting Achievements
Other Groups
Match report below from a rugby tournament that our U12s took part in on Sunday 1st May.
A strong contingent of Ousedale School U12’s recently represented Olney RFC in the Land Rover
Cup, which is a competitive rugby tournament run by England Premiership Rugby and sponsored by
Northampton Saints. Teams as far and wide as Chelmsford, Newbury, and Richmond (London) took
part. Olney RFC played brilliantly to reach the final, having won all 5 games en-route, scoring 17
tries and conceding zero tries! Up against a tough Newbury side in the final, it was nil-nil at full time
and following 4 periods of extra time – which didn’t produce a try – it went to tries scored in the
tournament. Unfortunately, our excellent 17 tries were pipped by Newbury’s 21. We are
immensely proud of the boys and we have since received notification that Olney RFC U12s have
been invited to the Premiership Final at Twickenham to represent Northampton Saints!
Amazing teamwork by the following :- Seb Brock, Oliver Thomas, Ben Simpson, Jack Ledson,
James Ayre, Benji Wooding, Nick Corstanje, Harvey Cross, Eddie Palfreyman, George Williams

Leah Williamson Visit
Pupils and staff were delighted to have a visit recently from
our former pupil, now England Football Captain Leah
Williamson. Her visit to school was part of a documentary
she was filming in collaboration with Nike. The production
team and Nike were brilliant and they were very impressed
with our pupils. They were so excited to see Leah. Well done
and thank you to our pupils that were able to be involved.
A huge thank you to Leah for the trip down memory lane
and the time taken for our pupils. Wishing you all the best
for the upcoming Euros and your first match of the
tournament on 6th July at Old Trafford.
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Newport Pagnell County Cup Final

Match Report—Written by Dan Mills Ousedale Sixth Form
On Wednesday 30th March the Year 11 football team (coached by Mr Bolzon) travelled to the
Arbour Park stadium in Slough to play in the Year 11 County Cup Final. The Year 11 squad came into
the game with high confidence after progressing through the competition and eventually getting
into the final. On the long bus drive, spirits were high with music playing through speakers and
teammates cracking jokes together. However, the game ended in disappointment for Ousedale as
Dr Challoner’s Grammar School won 1-0 with the only scorer of the game being the opposition’s
number 8 Alex Stephens scoring in the 57th minute. The game was fairly matched with both teams
having good chances to score but neither of them were able to capitalise on most of their chances.
During the game, Ousedale’s goalkeeper Patrick Hefferon made at least 8 important saves.
Hefferon managed to keep his team in the game within the first 20 minutes as Challoner started as
the stronger side. During the first half one of Ousedale’s strikers Tiago Cerquiera had an impressive
run, which started in his own half, where he ran the length of the pitch and was only stopped by a
quality save from Challoner’s goalkeeper, Zach Clark. During the first half Challoner started strongly
but Ousedale grew into the game creating multiple chances to score. A notable performance during
the first half was Ousedale’s midfielder Harrison Edwards, who was making some brilliant runs with
the ball and moving it quickly for Ousedale.
Early in the second half Ousedale created a brilliant chance to take the lead, the strike partnership
of Tiago Cerquiera and Cameron O’Neil came close, with Tiago having a brilliant run and squaring it
to O’Neil who was stopped by an amazing save by the Challoner goalkeeper again. The back four
for Ousedale consisting of Daniel Wood, Harvey Whitmack, Nikeal Gohil and Keanan Allman looked
strong, minimalizing the amount of chances Challoner had. However, against the run of play
Challoner got a good cross into the box, which went to Alex Stephens who finished it emphatically.
A very good goal from Challoner not much the defence could have done about it. Ousedale’s
captain, Calum Drewe, tried to rally his team to push for an equaliser with the team controlling the
game after Challoner’s goal. Drewe controlled the game very well with some good challenges and
moving the ball very efficiently. Ousedale then pushed forward for the equaliser bringing on the
centre back Jack West to bring some height to the attack. They came close on a couple of occasions
with Edwards hitting it just over the bar from 15 yards out and Cerquiera hitting the bar from a
header.
However, although Ousedale applied pressure on the Challoner defence they failed to score and
lost the game much to the disappointment of the whole team.

Overall the whole team played well and should be very proud of themselves!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Sustainability Project
That plastic bottle……. Did you recycle it?
The reason why recycling is so important is that it prevents pollution,
reduces the need to harvest new raw materials, saves energy, reduces
greenhouse gas emissions, saves money, reduces the amount of waste
that ends up in landfills, and allows products to be used to their fullest
extent.
At Ousedale School, the plans for our new sustainability project is under
way. Our aim is to be one of the largest sustainable schools within Milton
Keynes.
During the Easter break a local business Premium Property
Maintenance MK, came to our Newport Pagnell campus to help
revamp and improve the facilities readily available to staff and
pupils to grow our own crops, plants and trees.
This is where we need you…
We are looking for donations to help support this –
Seeds / Bulbs
(Potatoes, Garlic, Onions, Wild Flowers, Fruit, Herbs)
Pots
Top Soil
Grow Bags
If you can help please email kirsty.taylorprice@ousedale.org.uk or molly.turner@ousedale.org.uk
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUSEDALE SCHOOL
We have been awarded the Bronze Woodland Trust Green
School Award
We are already striving for our Silver award.
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Ousedale Eco Club

Ousedale EcoClub @ Newport Pagnell Campus
Come and join our EcoClub Thursday Lunchtime 1:20-1:50pm.
All KS3 pupils welcome and you can also bring your lunch.
Meet outside the EcoCentre for Miss Turner/Mrs Taylor-Price to
enter the garden.

Activities will include:
Planting seeds, weeding the Eco Centre garden and Gallery
garden, watering plants, spending time outside with friends,
getting to know wildlife and much more!
Our Eco centre is being developed to grow plants in school, which will then be used in
lessons. Any donations or contacts the friends and families of Ousedale have who may be
willing to help support would be greatly appreciated. This could also be any gardening bits
people are throwing away/no longer using. We will happily take them off their hands and
reuse them at school.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Skin Cancer Awareness Month—May
My name is Beth and I am currently completing my A Levels at Ousedale. I’ve written this to
spread awareness on the risks of skin cancer in young people and share with you my personal
journey so far - as there is not a better time to talk about it than May, Skin Cancer Awareness
Month!
I was only 15 years old (at the end of 2019) when I first noticed a small lump on my underarm but
did not think much of it. But after a few months I had it checked over on a zoom call by my GP on
the first week of lockdown 2020, only to be told it may be an infection of some sort, and they
prescribed me antibiotics - which obviously didn’t do anything!

It wasn’t until July 2021, over a year later (and I am now 17 years old) that I finally managed to get
an appointment with a Dermatologist. After she examined the lump, she wasn’t certain on what it
was and suggested I have it surgically removed for ‘cosmetic reasons’ (since the lump had grown
and it even became difficult for me to shave!) I eventually had it removed four weeks later on
August 29th and I felt like that was the end of it… but I still needed answers!
At my next appointment, January 5th 2022, I had a check up to see how the scar had healed so far
and came to the appointment alone, but I didn’t realise they would want to do a skin check as
well. This itself was really uncomfortable for me, as at the last minute I had to dress down to my
underwear and be checked over for lymph nodes, although I still was not in the loop on what was
going on. At this point I built the courage to just ask them if they ever found out what it had been
- and it was at this moment, these were the words I heard, “well it’s just unusual for someone as
young as you to have a tumour”.
Point blank, that was how I found out that for the past two years I had been living with Squamous
Cell Carcinoma. I have been made more aware now of this type of skin cancer and I am beyond
grateful that it hadn’t spread to other parts of my body and wasn’t terminal, but it still has had a
massive impact on me mentally as hearing that dreadful ‘C word’ is not nice for anybody!
Continued overleaf
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Skin Cancer Awareness Month
On the brighter side, I was introduced to the Teenage and Young Adult (TYA) Cancer Trust in
Oxford who offer amazing support and host events/activities for people in the same boat as me those who feel lost, struggling mentally and just need someone to talk to about it. I will now
have skin checks and overall check-ups with my Consultant or Macmillan Nurse Specialist every
three months for the next two years to get the all clear!

I have been told that what I have been diagnosed with is very rare for someone of my age, so
unusual in fact that the lump removed was sent to 3 different labs for my diagnosis to be triple
checked. I do not fall into any of the ‘risk factors’ for this type of cancer either, age, previous sun
exposure (sun burnt skin) or other underlying medical conditions, so no-one can tell me why I
got it.

So in light of my story, please remember this summer holiday to cover up, wear sunscreen, and
don’t ever be afraid to check your skin regularly. I never realised before that it can happen in
younger people and if you didn’t either, now you do!

Year 12 Biology Olympiad
Well done to our Year 12 Biologists who took part in the Biology Olympiad this half
term! Special congratulations to Max Davies and Lucy Bates who were awarded
Bronze!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 12 Geography Trip
Our Year 12 Geographers had a great time recently in the Lake District! They visited Sizergh Barn
farm and they practiced their coastal fieldwork techniques on Morecambe beach!
They also investigated the tourist hot spot of Bowness-on-Windermere and had great fun on the
Castle Head site during the team building activities! They also visited Cartmel to try out their
pilot investigations and questionnaires (and try the famous Cartmel sticky toffee pudding of
course!)
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Sixth Form Achievement Point Competition

Last term our Sixth Formers had an achievement point competition "Eggcellent achievement"
There were 2 winners per year group. One winner for the most amount of points and one
randomly selected, they won a massive Cadbury Easter Egg!
Well done to:
Freya Weedon
Joshua Orimalade

Emilia Palmer - 27 achievement points
Maja Wyskup - 38 achievement points

Year 12 Pen Pals

Some Year 12's have been waiting some
time for their pen pal letters back from the
Westbury care home, but the wait was
worth it!
The letters they received were heartwarming, humorous and engaging, they
are sending in their replies. We hope at
some point we can get the pen pals
together for a cup of tea and cake.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Library

NP LIBRARY
LIBRARY CLUBS
Chess Club
Book Club
Manga & Graphic Novel Club

Some of the new books in the Library
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Careers
The Careers Team hosted a Year 12 Careers Programme recently which
included virtual talks from the South East Midlands Local Enterprise
Partnership (SEMLEP) which gave an overview of Labour Market Information,
skills shortages and growth areas. For more information about this please
click here.

ASK Apprenticeships also held a virtual talk for Year 12 pupils about their Higher
and Degree Apprenticeships. Click here for more information.

As part of the Year 12 Careers Programme HSBC provided a virtual
talk regarding planning and preparing for your first interview,
budgeting and accepting your first job role. Click here for more
information.

The Careers Programme for Year 12 also included a talk from Mrs Montague, Careers
Manager regarding post 18 options. If you were unable to attend the session please see
the Careers website for more information:
https://sites.google.com/ousedale.org.uk/careers/post-18-pathways

11th – 15th July 2022

The Careers Team have been busy supporting Year 10 and Year 12 pupils with their work experience
placements.
The work experience will take place from 11th – 15th July 2022.
The required forms can be collected from the Careers office to be completed by parents and
employers.
Forms are to be returned as soon as possible and at the
latest by cut off day of 24th June.
If students require any help finding a placement please
come along to the Careers office at break or lunchtimes.
www.ousedale.org.uk
29

Olney Platinum Jubilee Town Celebrations

The Jubilee committee at Olney Town Council have
outlined a plan for the town and would very much like to
have our wonderful pupils taking part.
The event is to be held at the Rec in Olney and there will
be a competition for all children, baking Jubilee themed
cakes or creating a painting which depicts the queen or
the crown.
If any pupils would like to volunteer to help on the day
(times to be decided) to assist with a stall (supervised by
a councillor from OTC) please contact Councillor Debbie
Whitworth to arrange:
deborahwhitworth@olneytowncouncil.gov.uk
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Bags of Love for Children
‘Bags of Love’ is an appeal for pre-loved items for women fleeing Ukraine who left their country
with very little. The appeal was launched by Philippa Symes and the response has been
overwhelming. The bags were filled with a variety of toiletries, given a ‘with love’ label, packed
in boxes and sent to the Ukraine and neighbouring countries which refugees had managed to
reach. You can find them on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
bagsofloveandkindness/
However, video footage was then seen of children receiving a bag with items not appropriate
for them inside so it was decided to launch a ‘Bags of Love for Children’ appeal. This was
launched on 4th April and has also had a very good response but, as you will appreciate, much
more is needed. Two million children have been displaced and there are an estimated 200,000
orphans, many of whom have lost their parents in this devastating war.
Do you have children who have pre-loved book bags or rucksacks? Maybe they could pop in a
few things, and a hand written card or note from them would be fantastic…
Suggested items: (3 age groups) 3 - 7, 7 - 11, 1116
Clean soft toys
Old lego (that has been washed) in a
ziplock bag
Notebook and pen
Colouring book
Crayons
Mini torch
Children’s Beanie hats and gloves
Children’s jewellery
Sweets
Compact games/puzzles
Plasticine in a small tub
Lip balm (older children)
Mindfulness colouring or similar for
teenagers
Yoyo
Dobble
Snap playing cards - or similar
Knitting needles and wool
Crochet
Jewellery with beads
Coloured string for bracelets
or anything that you feel would be
appealing for a child/teenager

Bags can be dropped off at Mooch in Olney or
mailed to Bags of Love, c/o Faculty Room 37D
Market Place, Olney, MK46 4AJ.

Everything gratefully received. Please label your
bag with age guide.
Thank you!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Catering
Eton Mess Cupcakes

Recipe of the Term—Eton Mess Cupcakes

Ingredients:
For The Cupcakes:
110g self-raising flour
110g caster sugar
110g butter or margarine
1tsp baking powder
2 large eggs
1tsp vanilla extract

For The Icing:
120g unsalted butter
(softened)
200g icing sugar
1tsp vanilla

For The Topping:
Crushed meringue pieces
Strawberries
Strawberry sauce

Method
Preheat oven to 180°C/Gas Mark 4 and line a 12-hole muffin tin with cake cases. Put all of the
ingredients into a large bowl and mix on a slow speed until no lumps of fat remain. Turn to a high
speed and beat well until the batter is light and fluffy (approx. 1 minute). You can use a handheld
mixer or a freestanding mixer with the paddle attachment. Put equal amounts of batter into the
cake cases and bake in the preheated oven until golden and springy to the touch. Cool the
cupcakes on a wire rack prior to decorating.
For the icing, mix the butter, icing sugar and vanilla together on a slow speed in a freestanding
mixer with the paddle attachment or a hand mixer with the beater attachments. When
incorporated, beat at a high speed for 3 minutes. Add a dollop of icing to the top of each cupcake
then cover with crushed meringue pieces. Then add some strawberry sauce and a few fresh
strawberry pieces to finish it off.

Happy Half Term!
Keep an eye out for Meal Deals coming after half
term!
Keep up with the recycling, the machines in the
canteens are bursting so very well done!
Anisha Avery—Catering Manager
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