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2021 Leavers
Next Steps

Find out more about the paths
our students have chosen

Message from Andy Burton—Headteacher
Dear Parents/Carers,
“You can please some of the people all of the time, you can please all of the people some
of the time, but you can't please all of the people all of the time.” So goes the quote
attributed to both John Lydgate and Abraham Lincoln.
It has been an incredibly rewarding yet challenging start to my new post as Headteacher
back at Ousedale School. You will see in the pages of this edition of Ousenews some of
the fantastic experiences of our staff and students celebrated in print.
The first term is traditionally a time to analyse and celebrate examination successes, but this year, as in the
year before, exams were not reported on in terms of progress scores or the number of good passes etc. We
know the reasons for this and the incredible challenges of the pandemic. Consequently, we have focussed
perhaps on the more important measure of how well our school performs, i.e. how we prepare our students
for the next stage of their life. Our destinations data shows that all of Year 11 went on to further education
(predominantly in our 6th Form) or employment with training; our 6th Formers overwhelmingly went on to
university, but it is also fantastic to see growing numbers opt for high level apprenticeships as this career
pathway begins to grow and establish itself. We may be back to exam league tables this coming year, but we
will continue to judge ourselves on what our students go on to do when they finish with us here at Ousedale
every bit as much as exam scores and percentages.
Reading through Ousenews I am incredibly proud of the achievements and activities taking place across the
school and its community. Looking not only at the work going on in lessons, but also the fantastic extracurricula and enrichment activities, and the charity events are testament to the vibrancy of Ousedale. School
trips starting again this term has also been a cause for celebration, even though we have to take extraprecautions in regard to Covid and mitigation of risk. Indeed Covid continues to trouble us, and as winter
approaches I suspect we will continue to see spikes in cases both in the community and therefore in
school. To those who have written to me grateful for the increased Covid measures we have introduced, or
indeed those who have written expressing their concern over the new measures: thank you. It is important
to me that where possible and appropriate I engage with the school community as much as possible. Any
measures we introduce are in full consultation with local health authorities. We do not take these decisions
lightly or easily but in the full acceptance that on balance we follow the experts to ensure we safeguard our
staff and students as best as possible. Fortunately, to date, we have not faced demonstrations from antivaccination groups at the school gates as some of my colleagues in other MK schools have. The decisions we
take are not always popular hence my opening quote from Lydgate and Lincoln; as we come to the end of the
first half-term of this academic year I find myself sympathising with their sentiment intensely!
On the theme of consultation I would ask that if you haven’t already, please do respond to the Vision and
Values consultation, and the School Day consultation. So far the responses have been overwhelmingly
supportive, but none the less I am making adjustments and amendments to try and reflect the range of
comments and sentiments being expressed by staff, parents and pupils. The closing date for the
consultations is the 31st day of October after which final decisions will be reached and communicated to
staff, parents and pupils.
The winter ahead will be both challenging and rewarding, but as a community I know we will endeavour to
support each other and celebrate our successes together. So far, thank you all for your support and
challenge!
Wishing you a restful half-term break with your friends, family and loved ones.
Andy Burton—Headteacher
(Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook & Twitter and subscribe to our YouTube channel)
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2021 Students—Next Steps

Despite there being no examinations in the summer, we are delighted that students were still able
to progress to the next stage of their education.

Year 11 Destinations 2021*

Apprenticeships include:
FCDO – Engineering

Paulseys Ltd – Bricklaying
Nifty Lift
*accurate data will be received in Feb 2022 from MK Council

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Year 13 Destinations 2021

70% of Year 13 students went to University of which 35% went to one of the
Russell Group Universities.

Russell Group University breakdown – number of students at each University

We had eight students go into Apprenticeships and these included:
BAE systems – Project Management
Ernest and Young - Accounting and Finance
VW Financial Services
Grant Thornton
ITT Teacher Partnership with Two Mile Ash

4

Year 13 2021 Next Steps

“I have always wanted to start a business. My plans have been clear from the beginning, I tailored
my studies to this. After visiting Barclays for Work Experience I set my sights on becoming a Project
Manager. I have been accepted on a Degree Apprenticeship in Project Management with BAE
Systems.
I just want to thank everyone that I had the pleasure to speak to during my time at Ousedale. I may
have not always been the most punctual, well-behaved student but no one’s perfect. I enjoyed my
time spent here and will not forget a single moment.

I met some brilliant teachers, people who set me in the right direction
and showed me that there are different methods to communicate.
Others inspired me to look into different topics of interest such as
Psychology. Many presented themselves as down to earth people that
were just concerned for our academic achievements and wanted us to
do our best. This is, what I believe, the key difference that sets Ousedale
apart from other schools and sixth forms. I would not have the
aspirations and opportunities that I do now, if I did not attend this
school.’’ – Ethan Du Casse

‘’I was very much against going to university, I hated the
idea of more homework and classroom learning where the
lessons are less contextualised and sometimes very abstract
and brief. I did not enjoy this approach to learning as I am
very tactile and practical, hence why I was keen on an
apprenticeship.
I was encouraged, by our careers team, to “keep an open
mind, not all the universities are what you think they are”.
And they were right! I found a university where I instantly
felt right at home just from discussions with professors and
students and looking through their website.

I enjoy mechanical engineering and want to learn more, so in September I started at Harper
Adams University to study Mechanical Engineering. My university course will put me in a room
with likeminded people and together, we will learn more about what we enjoy.
While waiting for my course to start I was working on a farm in Essex, fulltime, as a tractor driver
and farm worker. I learnt a lot about crops, machinery and mechanical stuff from the people I was
working with. It was a lot of fun and a great opportunity if you get the chance!!’’ – Eric Murray

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Jazz Concert
On Thursday 7th October Ousedale Jazz were invited to perform at Newport Pagnell Town
Council's: 'Day's Musical Night'. Nearly 20 months after their last public performance they wowed
the audience performing alongside choral groups from around the local area. Dignitaries, including
the Mayor of Milton Keynes and Milton Keynes Councillors were “blown away by the talent,
confidence and professionalism of the Jazz Band”. Well done to all the students involved.
The Music Department
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Drama Club
The Drama Club has returned in fine, flourishing, dramatic fashion!!!!
It has been so lovely and refreshing to see the return of The Drama Club to both the Newport
Pagnell and Olney Campuses. The students have been turning up in their droves to experience the
delights of role play once again. The club is proving very popular with our new Year 7's and we are
also seeing students from Years 8 upwards. The studios at both campuses are a hive of activity and
every week the students are being given the chance to metaphorically step into a new pair of
shoes and see the world through a fresh pair of creative eyes. It is open to all year groups.
*Every Tuesday at The Olney Campus in the Drama Studio(3 till 4)
*Every Wednesday at The Newport Campus in the Drama Studio(3 till 4).
"To be there...Or not to be there.. The question is obvious"....

www.ousedale.org.uk
7

Art Club

Here is just a brief insight into how we started Art Club this term. Thank you to those who have
been attending. There are some super drawings taking place!
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Art Club
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MacMillan Coffee Morning

Thank you to all staff who supported the recent Macmillan Coffee Morning, we raised £446.39!

Harvest Festival
This year, alongside our annual Christmas Hamper
Competition, we are supporting the Food Bank
during Harvest. We would appreciate donations of
these most needed items. Please make sure the
food is in date as they are unable to accept food that
is past its best before or use by date.
Most needed items: Long life
Juice, Long Life Milk, Tinned
Fruit, Cereals, Tea Bags, Pasta
Sauces, Tinned Tomatoes,
Dried Rice 500g or 1kg bags
no larger. Spreads – Jams/
Peanut Butter.

The Food Bank will collect our donations w/c 25th
October.
Only give if you are able. This is a great opportunity
to help families that are in need this Autumn.
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Food—Years 7 & 8
Year 7 and 8 have been working hard in their food lessons, so far they have made some delicious
fruit salads and pasta salads based around the Eatwell Guide. A Huge well done to our 'Star
Bakers' of the month. See attached a few photos of our amazing student’s dishes!
Ellie Stanley, Olivia Whiting, Heather Elrick, Nicholas Morrell

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Food Science and Nutrition—Year 12
Year 12 Food Science and Nutrition students have been working hard this term on some
beautifully made and presented dishes. Well done Year 12 foodies!
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Charity
An enormous congratulations goes to James Gibbs, Joe Grainger, Dan House, Oliver
Lowe, Veikko Mossop, Ryan Knight, Darragh Fitzgerald, Zach Taylor and Charlie
Blades for completing a marathon bike ride to help raise money for the Princess
Poppy campaign to fund life-saving treatment for local 6 year old Poppy, who is
battling Stage 4 neuroblastoma. The page has raised over £1,100, far surpassing the
£200 target the boys set themselves. I applaud these wonderful young men highly as
their selfless charity and immeasurable kindness has helped contribute to an
incredibly worth cause. They embody the Ousedale community spirit and I am
extraordinarily proud of their achievement. Well done, gents!

Mr Platt, Year 8 Pastoral and Academic Leader

Nikeal and Jayden Gohil climbed mount Snowdon on Sunday for "Shay's Smiles" and
completed it in 3 hours and 22 minutes.

www.ousedale.org.uk
13

Love to Ride MK
It has been a joy to see even more students and staff taking to their bikes during Cycle
September, which is a friendly competition between MK schools to encourage more cycling.
In total, 6 staff members and 26 students signed up to record their cycling over September
and despite some other schools stepping up this month, Ousedale was successful in the
following categories:
Ousedale School – 2nd place for most journeys by bike (210 trips)
Keerthikan Jasydaran - 2nd place for most student journeys (38 trips)
Elliott Pemberton - 1st place for most student miles (411 miles)

Dr Keogh – 3rd place for most staff journeys (26 trips)
Congratulations to these people and to everyone else who helped us to achieve second place
overall. Elliott’s success is particularly impressive as he only took up riding seriously mid
September when he first heard about the competition! He was then out most evenings along
the lanes around his home. We were pleased to be presented with our certificates by the
Mayor of Milton Keynes and Elliott walked away with a great new cycle helmet from Trek.
Look out for the next competition - we hope to see more of you joining in.
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PE
The following are some examples of the passion and commitment our students display for
their sports.
I would like to thank the parents and guardians who have taken the time to share some of
the achievements our students have had over the past few months:
Mr Richard Vanstone—Head of Physical and Health Education
Year 7

Aviana Matthews
Aviana has recently passed her karate grading in
Shotokan and was awarded her Red belt.

Dylan Hughes
Dylan has been selected to be part of the England Ice
Hockey team. He currently plays Ice Hockey for
Nottingham and won his first game this season playing
for an age group above (U14) beating Bradford 15-7.

Henry Surman
Henry won the U13 boys' Newport Pagnell Tennis Club Championships.

Bethan Kett
Bethan achieved her 6th kyu belt in Karate.

Harvey Wood
Harvey raced for Milton Keynes Athletics Club in
the SOAR Road Relays. His time for 2.8km was 11
minutes and 8 seconds.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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PE
Tia Williams and Evie Sharpe
Tia and Evie play for MK Dons girls football RTC (Regional Talent Club)
which identifies players as having elite potential. They now have access to
elite level coaches and support and are on the England pathway.

Kaci Missing
Kaci competed in the south regionals tumbling competition winning joint Gold.

Eleanor Berry
Eleanor competed at the Mounted Games World Pairs
2021. Eleanor and her partner were in the under 12’s age
group. They were against 16 other competitors and after 3
tough sessions made the semi-finals and came 3rd in their
semis. They went into the A final and rode fantastically and
came 4th in the world, a fantastic achievement!

Jaedon Njogu
Jaedon won Division 2 with his football
team.
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PE
Nicholas Morrell
In the summer Nicholas won the Buckinghamshire County Closed U11s Tennis Tournament.
He won 2 competitions at his local Tennis Club Championships (Stony), in the 14 and Under
Boy's Singles and the U12’s Doubles competitions. Nicholas has also recently been invited to
play in an LTA national player Pathway event in Corby.

Isla Tennant
Isla has signed for the Girls Under 12 Elite Academy at Northampton Football
Club. This will be Isla’s third season with the team.

Amberlie Cove
Amberlie Cove passed her karate grading and is now a Red belt.

Thomas Phillips
Thomas has been selected for the
Northamptonshire U13 County
Hockey squad.

Eddie Mariani
Eddie won Player of the Season for Olney Colts U11 Orcas and
OMS Sporting Boy.
Year 8
Louie Russell
Louie is enjoying his first season at Kettering Town in the JPL and
has been selected for the Top London academy Global Santos who
last season won the JPL league and the national cup. Louie will be
their first team GK and represent the JPL Midland region
representative Team in games against other UK regions and top
professional clubs as well as a European tour next year!
www.ousedale.org.uk
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PE
Eve Jones

Archie Gardiner

Eve has been selected for U14 Girls Buckinghamshire
County Tennis Squad.

Archie achieved his brown and white belt
in Karate.

Martha Donaghy & Carys Bacon
Martha and Carys have recently started playing Rugby at Olney Rugby
Club and despite both being complete novice’s they are loving the
opportunity to play this fun and competitive game whilst being made to
feel extremely welcome. Olney Rugby Club welcome newcomers in all
age groups (U13, U15 and U18) and all teams (Boys and Girls).
Year 9
Chase Berry
Chase competed at the Mounted Games World Pairs 2021. He and his
partner competed against 34 other competitors in the Under 15’s age
group. After a tough semi-final they made it to the A final and came 8th.
A fantastic achievement, especially as they were the youngest!
Donnacha MacManus
Donnacha has been selected to play for East Midlands, U16 Water Polo team, in the upcoming
National Championships in November 2021.
Lottie Davis
Lottie completed three dance exams: grade 4 ballet, tap and modern and was awarded distinction
for all three.
Lyla Cheetham
Lyla recently achieved her Karate grading
and is now a Green belt Kyu.

Emma Ripley

Emma represented England in the Dance
World Cup in August in both the 2020 and
2021 competitions. She came 4th with her
ballet solo, gained a silver medal in her pas de
deux with her partner and then won gold
medals in her 3 group dances - 2 song and
dance groups and a modern group.
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PE
Year 10
Ruby Stephenson
Ruby competed in the National Festival of Swimming and is National Champion for her age group in
400IM, 200 Breaststroke and 100 Breaststroke. She has also been invited onto the Swim England
National Development Programme for 2021-2022 where the top nationally ranked swimmers are
chosen to attend.

Zara Smith
Zara is actively involved in an Elite Cheerleading programme in Coventry &
has just been selected to represent England for a World Championship
competition in Florida (1 of 23 junior athletes selected for this competition
nationally). Zara’s team is currently ranked 5th in the world for its junior
level 3 cheer team.

Stuart Osner
Stuart and his partner finished as Runners Up in the
Olney Bowling Club Junior Pairs Championship 2021.
Stuart also achieved a Runners Up finish in the Olney
Bowling Club Junior Championship 2021.

Jordan Adderson
Jordan is a member of the Bedfordshire Tug of War Team.
He joined this year and is showing great promise in both pulling
and on anchor. Some of the Bedfordshire Tug of War team
competed in Ireland this year representing England, Jordan
hopes to follow in their footsteps in the not-too-distant future.

www.ousedale.org.uk
19

PE
Year 11
Harvey Whitmack
Harvey will continue to represent the Buckinghamshire
County U25 Bowls Squad and is becoming one of their core
team members. Early in the summer Harvey competed in the
White Rose Trophy and got to the National Finals at
Leamington, eventually beating Northamptonshire in the
final. This makes Harvey a national champion and the first in
the history of Olney Bowls Club. Harvey has also been
registered for Kettering Town FC U18 senior youth squad as
well as the U16 Academy squad.

Kallum Smith and Tiago Cerqueira
Kallum Smith and Tiago Cerqueira both won
Milton Keynes League U15 Div 1 with
Tattenhoe FC. Tiago finished top scorer after
scoring 36 league goals in 18 appearances.

JD Boshoff
JD played in the Lawn Bowls U18 Buckinghamshire County
Competition and finished joint second place. JD also won the Junior
Pairs and Junior Singles competitions at Olney Bowls Club.

Ruby Missing

Ruby competed in the south regionals tumbling competition winning Silver.

Elliot Pemberton
Elliott took part in the Love To Ride competition and won "Top Student Rider - Most Miles" after
riding 413 miles in two weeks. He was awarded a certificate by the Mayor of Milton Keynes,
and he won a Trek cycling helmet.

20

PE
Sonja De Konning
Sonja came 3rd place in the World Triathlon’s European
Championships in Turkey. Sonja is a talented triathlete that
has competed in a number of international events, having
qualified in the Dutch Championships earlier this year. She is
currently ranked 9th in Europe for triathletes, aged 15-19
years old. Having just entered the age range to compete
among 15-19 year olds, Sonja continues to demonstrate
amazing potential in her future sporting career!

Year 12
Abigail Larr
Abigail competed in the 1st RS Aero Ladies
Championships. Coming third against 28 other
ladies of various ages & experience.

Jude Chamberlain

Jude has been competing in the National Junior Road Race series for the
Central England team. Jude has taken part in multi-day races across the
country including the Tour of Wales, Rutland Classic & Tour Mendips
finishing comfortably within the top 20. Jude has caught the eye of one of
UK’s top teams Z Racing of whom he will be representing in 2022 with a
programme of races which include events all over the UK and Europe.
Year 13
Zack Hooton
Zack won his 1st gold medal in the singles at the U19 Notts Bronze tournament.
Staff

Mrs Suzie Whiting
Suzie Whiting passed her Karate grading in September
and is now a yellow belt.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Geography Competition
Below is this month's competition. All information can be found on Google Classroom on
students’ Geography pages. Any questions, they can ask their geography teacher for more
guidance. We would love to see as many pupils getting involved as possible and there are prizes
to be won for the best entries and praise points for those who take part!

The following students have contributed to our September Geography competition and so
deserve recognition for their fantastic work. They have created a postcard showing a place they
have visited or would like to visit in the future, and we were amazed at some of the fantastic art
skills as well as their understanding of these amazing places. These students have all received
praise points, and the winners were given a prize in assembly.
Congratulations to our winners:
Claudia Denison, Rachel Wilson, Harrison Delalande, Molly Oxley, Emily Stanley, Maxime Stovin,
Jack Wood, Izabella Charteris, Imogen Cook, Chessie Langman, Arthur O’Reilly, Tommy PorterWest and Keira Tyler.

A big well done for a great contribution to:
Hannah Caine, Hollie Callaghan, Daisy Hoyland, Katie King, Izzy Smeraglia, Carys Bacon, Lara
Burnham, Iona Christopher, Ollie Jones, Yvie Jordan, Sophie Kenworthy, Jessica McDaid, Jessica
Roach-Rooke, Maddy Walker, Leah Whapham, Charlotte Wiltshire, Jasper Yates, Lewis Briggs,
Lucy Cobbold, Billy Fisher, Anthony Millican, Rory Monk, Charlie Peters, Nathan Prideaux, Theo
Stewart, Ellie Turner and Zahra Wilson.
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Science Stars
Science Stars Awards
Each term a number of students are selected to receive 5 praise points, a certificate and
Parentmail home for being a ‘Science Star’.
Students are nominated by their science teachers for various different reasons ranging from
contribution in lessons, great homework, excellent work ethic, improvement and outstanding
attitude to learning.
Well done to all those that received the award this term!

Newport
Winners
Olney

Aviana Matthews

7RC

Megan Donald

7RHA

Jimmy Peters

7RHA

Louis Weston

7VMS

Ewurabena Essel

7VMS

Charlotte Weir

8EMC

Anointed Omorogiuwa

8SRA

Rowan Burnley

7JOM

Evan Senior

8SW

Lyla Brand

7JOM

Zara Hussain

8SW

Emily Knight

7SPP

Hugo Askey

9KHS

Annabelle Fletcher

7SRB

Izzy Ealey

9VT

Tom Leary

8CH

Lucy Webb

10GD

Phoebe Bond

8CH

Zak Phillip

10GD

Yvie Jordan

8CH

Edward Davey

10GD

Jake Stubbs

8SKR

Lily Ferguson

10GWT

Lottie Davis

9PHW

Oliver Rice

10MW

Will Davies

9PHW

Charlie Neaves

10MW

Jess Cook

9STC

Paige Rowland

10MW

Darryl Borman

10PR

Ben Wilson

10PR

Ella Coates

10STR

Daniel Bourner

10STR

Georgina Bale

11CTW

Ben Grainger

11CTW

Kaye Boateng
Jenna McNamara

11MB
11MB

Elsie Gibbard

10MW

Sam Oxtoby

11DB

Crystal Mayfield

11DL

Isabela Burrough

11DNB

Holly Julier

11EL

Daniel Wood

11JNB

Emma Closier

11JSG

Georgia Pitkethly

11WR

Jake Cooper
Rosale Altena

12JW
13EMS

Winners
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Neuroscience Seminar

Neuroscience Seminar takes place online!
All the way from Australia, Dr. Hannah Critchlow led a Zoom talk about neuroscience to a
group of female Sixth Form students interested in the sciences (STEM related).
She began by explaining how our DNA has a major impact on who we are – our personality,
our ideologies, even what illnesses we are susceptible to. However, it’s not just influenced by
our DNA: experiences and our environment also determine who we are. These external
influences can also impact our DNA - experiences can cause a change in the configuration of
our DNA which alters how enzymes access it and this can, in turn, affect how certain genes are
expressed.

Dr. Critchlow gave a fascinating explanation of how when we learn something our brains
create new connections and we can strengthen these through revision and practice. Hearing
her explanations of how something as complex as memories and learning occurs inside our
brain was compelling. (It also showed why revision is actually useful)!

Another intriguing topic she discussed was ancestral memory. She explained an experiment
done on mice which involved giving them a mild electric shock when they smelt cherries so
that instead of getting excited it triggered their amygdala (their fear response). They then
separated their offspring and fostered them so that there was no communication between the
original experiment mice and their pups. They then investigated the “grandchildren” of the
original mice and found that when these mice smelt cherries it also triggered an amygdala
response. This showed that the mice who were tested originally had developed a change in
their DNA that meant their brain had a connection between smelling cherries and a fear
response, and that this could be passed down through the generations.

The complex and extensive nature of the brain means there are many areas within
neuroscience itself that can be investigated and Dr. Critchlow did a wonderful job of
introducing us to just a few of these many topics and even gave us an insight into some of the
new technology being developed to study the brain even further.

E. Cuddeford – Year 13 Leadership Team (and buddying Scientist).
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SSAT Project Place

Molly Turner from Ousedale School has been accepted onto the prestigious Leadership Legacy
Project by SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers network. They will be part of an impressive
group of future education leaders from across the country designated as SSAT Leadership Fellows.
Successful Leadership Fellows are all in their first 2-5 years of teaching and have been selected by
their Headteachers as already showing the potential to become outstanding school leaders.
Involvement in the programme demonstrates commitment by Ousedale School and SSAT to
developing the next generation of system leaders. We already know the impact of this project at
an individual level is very impressive. Leadership Fellows enrolled on previous years’ programmes
have achieved increased leadership responsibilities at an early career stage, through exposure to a
wide range of knowledge and information which boosts confidence levels. We also know the
activities that the Fellows undertake have impact at classroom and whole school level and bring
additional benefits in terms of whole school performance. SSAT has been designing and delivering
school leadership development programmes for over 15 years and has over 14,000 alumni, among
them some of the country’s most prestigious education system leaders. SSAT is fully committed to
supporting the development of the next generation of education system leaders and is investing in
this prestigious project, free to participating schools.

Music Grades
Congratulations to all the students below on their music exam achievements.
The Music Department
October 2021
Name

Surname

Instrument

Form

Elsa

Morley

Piano

11CTW

Jessica

Ball

Trumpet

10SA

5

Pass

Jemma

Ball

Cornet

8HG

4

Pass

Finlay

Connelly

Cornet

10GWT

4

Pass

Alfie

Olsen

Bass Guitar

11CTW

8

Distinction

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Grade
6

Results
Merit

Black History Month

“To kick off our celebrations for Black History Month, the Sixth Form Leadership Team organised for
groups of students from the lower school to help create murals on the exterior school walls. So far
we have had the pleasure of working with students from Years 7 and 8 who did a fantastic job in
creating their art work- we look forward to seeing what the other year groups produce!
Thank you to Wiki Ostrowska, Daisy Dixon and Kasim Vural from Year 7 along with Ollie
Hembry, Anointed Omorogiuwa, Jimmi Hmensa, Aiden Mpalanzi from Year 8 - you all did a fantastic
job and should be very proud of your contribution to Black History Month celebrations.
We are busy delivering assemblies to the whole school in honour of Black History Month and I have
had the pleasure of talking to students at the Olney Campus about the importance of learning
about other cultures- the Student Leadership Team look forward to doing the same at Newport
Campus.
We have had an incredibly positive start to Black History Month and are excited for the next few
weeks!”
Saskia Chaplin (Head Girl)
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Year 12 Food—Mock Assignment
Here is some amazing work our Year
12 Food students put into their
cooking mock assignment recently.
This assessment mimics what the
students will do after February half
term for their first piece of
assessment in the A level.

The students had to cook a three-course meal
high in Vitamin B6, B12 and low in sugar which
is a challenge and they had to cook every
element from scratch. They did such a great
job!

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Prospective Parents’ Evening—Food Department
Prospective Parents evening was a huge success in the Food Department. We made a variety of
different coloured pastas using natural colorants. Parents loved seeing that we are more than just a
subject of 'cake making' and were amazed at how creative, scientific and technical we are! Well
done to all those students who made the night a success.

Coloured Pasta Recipe

Serves 4
200g Pasta flour
2 eggs and 1 egg yolk
Natural colorants:
Red - 1 tbsp pureed beetroot
Green - 50g of finely chopped spinach or parsley
Yellow - 1 tbsp turmeric powder
Orange - 1 tbsp of turmeric powder and 1/2 tbsp pureed beetroot.
Method:
1. Put pasta flour in a large mixing bowl and make a well.
2. Add the eggs and egg yolk into the middle and mix together until the pasta forms a dough, if
needed add a small amount of water.
3. Knead on a floured surface for 3 minutes
4. Flatten dough until it’s 1cm thick using a rolling pin.
5. Roll out the pasta until it is thin using the pasta machine.
-For coloured pasta, repeat the process but add in the colour when you add the egg.

28

LGBTQ+
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Library

Olney Library Is Open
We are open: - Before School
- At Break
- At Lunchtime
- After School

Homework - Monday to Thursday 3-4pm (Now)
Starting After Half term:
Chess Club—Tuesdays 3-4pm
Book Club— Wednesdays 3-4pm

Newport Pagnell Library Is Open
We are open: - Before School
- At Break
- At Lunchtime
- After School

Homework - Monday to Thursday 3-4pm (Now)
Starting After Half term:
These will be published in form time once the new Librarian starts.
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SGQM Award

The Geography department are very proud to have
achieved the Secondary Geography Quality Mark
and Centre of Excellence awards from the
Geographical Association. The Geography Quality
Marks are prestigious awards which recognise and
promote quality and progress in geography
leadership, curriculum development and learning
and teaching in schools. This recognises the quality
of geography we deliver throughout all key stages
and reflects the hard work and dedication of all
members of the team. This year our Centre of
Excellence award was given for our provision of
fieldwork, and we are really looking forward to being
able to run trips again soon - watch this space!

Governors Meeting New Staff

The Governors recently had the opportunity to meet
a number of our new staff members. Dave Moulson
(Chair of Governors) said; 'It was wonderful to see
the school buzzing with the energy of new staff!.'

www.ousedale.org.uk
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PTA

Welcome to the Ousedale PTA - If you are new to the school and would like to find out more
about what we do, join us or have any suggestions to help us, please visit our section of the
website here: https://www.ousedale.org.uk/parents/ousedale-pta
Here you will find our objective, fundraising initiatives and projects that we have been
involved in. You will also find previous meeting minutes and details of the next meeting.
The Willen Big Uniform Event

Ousedale were a major participant in the event which took place at the Willen Hospice
Clearance Outlet at the end of July. There were queues out the door and the shop took their
usual weekly takings in the first four hours of the event! Members of the PTA helped sort and
restock uniform as fast as possible but the Ousedale items were gone in a flash. While this
event did not raise any money for the school, it was a much needed boost for this amazing,
local charity.
We are going to continue this partnership with Willen Hospice and this time will be collecting
uniform all year round. Please drop any uniform and PE Kit that is no longer required, but still
usable, to the reception at your local campus. It would be most appreciated if, the uniform
was nice and clean too!
In addition to the Willen Big Uniform Event, the uniform collected will be used to restock the
new boot rooms and also to assist families in need. If you need help acquiring uniform for
your child, please do contact the PTA - pta@ousedale.org.uk. All emails will be treated with
the upmost confidentiality.
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Fundraising
As you may know, we are aiming to get registered as a charity. Part of the requirements of
this are for us to raise £5000 in a financial year! As September is the start of our financial
year, we are back to £0. Becoming a charity will give us access to a whole heap of
opportunities for better/easier fundraising and grants which will be a massive benefit to the
school.
Keep an eye out for our termly Newsletter, and our webpage, to keep up to date with how we
are getting on.
Milton Keynes Thunder Ice Hockey Team - 24th October
The first event we are involved in, is selling tickets for the MK Thunder Ice Hockey game on the
24th October. All proceeds will go into the PTA fund and a great night will be had by all. If you
have not yet had the chance to experience an Ice Hockey game in person, then make sure you
snap up some tickets to the fastest indoor sport! Full details will be sent out by ParentMail.
As always, if you have any ideas or can assist us in fundraising in anyway, please do get in
contact - pta@ousedale.org.uk.
The PTA Team

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Stationery Gift
We Are Creative is a local business down the road from Ousedale School in Newport Pagnell, who
specialise in branding, Graphic Design, Social Media, Web design and print.
The managing director Daniel Merner has two children currently attending Ousedale school and
their younger siblings are due to follow them up. Daniel kindly donated a whole selection of
high-quality stationery to give to the Sixth Form students as part of the incentive scheme we have
continuously running.
The incentive is awarded if a student gets a special mention from teaching staff for something
wonderful, they have done; this can be something academic, sporty, or kind.
Stationery has been a running theme as the students said they can't get enough of it! Attending
Sixth Form the folders, revision cards and pretty highlighters make homework and revision that
much nicer!
We would like to all thank Daniel Merner for his generosity!
If any business large or small can offer anything to for our Sixth Form incentive (doesn't have to be
stationery) please get in touch with Miss Claire Tierney.
Claire.Tierney@ousedale.org.uk
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Science Quiz
1. The solstices occur in which two months?
2. What term describes organisms lacking the pigment melatonin?
3. What is the study of the immune system called?
4. True or false: in a typical adult human, there are more microbial cells than human cells?
5. What is the main component of butter: fat, water or milk solids?
6. In nuclear science, how big is a barn?
7. What is the Ordovician?
8. Which of the following is a bromeliad: a) a bat; b) a pineapple; c) a butterfly; d) a
tomato?
9. What type of gas is needed to create new stars?
10. Bauxite is an ore of which common metal?

Answers:
1.The solstices occur in June and December.
2. An organism that lacks melatonin is called an albino.
3. The study of the immune system is called immunology.
4. True; a typical adult human body contains many more microbial cells than human cells.
5. Fat is the main component of butter.
6. A barn is a unit of area used in nuclear science. It is the same size as the cross-sectional area of a uranium nucleus.
This is about 1 x 10-28 m2 (that is, extremely small).
7. The Ordovician is a geological time period. It covers the period between approximately 488 to 444 million years ago.
8. b) a pineapple. The bromeliads are a family of flowering plants native to the Americas.
9. Hydrogen gas is needed to create new stars.
10. Bauxite is an ore of aluminium.
www.ousedale.org.uk
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Careers Team
The Careers Team continue to support students across the school with one to one advice and guidance sessions. If you
would like to request an appointment please email us at careers@ousedale.org.uk
Drop in sessions - break times and lunchtime (Careers office – in the library)
Gatsby Benchmark 1 - A stable careers programme
All students now have access to a Careers Google classroom. Here we share career
related opportunities.
Year 7 now have access to Unifrog.
Don’t forget to check out our dedicated Careers website for useful information to
help you explore your options - https://sites.google.com/ousedale.org.uk/careers/

Gatsby Benchmark 2 – Learning from career and labour market information (LMI)
Engineering is a growing sector with a high demand for skilled workers. While Covid has
impacted this growth there is now signs of an increase in demand. The link below provides an
overview of the Industry statistics, and the last slide provides some excellent links to career
information within this sector https://www.semlep.com/modules/downloads/download.php?file_name=1036

Gatsby Benchmark 3 - Addressing the need of each pupil
The National Apprenticeship Show Central highlights Apprenticeship opportunities and offers
information from Central England and the Midland's top employers and training providers
The virtual event ‘goes live’ on 10th November 2021 between 11.00am and 6.00pm. Click here
to register for this event.
It is recommended that you research exhibitors that you are interested in ahead of the event to
ensure you’re prepared with any questions.
Please also take a look through the Workshop Schedule. These sessions are either live or pre-recorded and run
alongside a live Q&A session.
The event is on-demand and available to access for 30 days after the event has taken place. This on-demand period will
allow visitors to download information and view content.

Gatsby Benchmark 4 Linking Curriculum learning to Careers
Yr 10 welcomed BP to the school to hear about opportunities and learn more about the company. This also
included launching the Engineer of the Year Competition.

Yr11 and Yr13 design students are attending the MK Innovates STEM Festival this
month which showcases the science, technology, engineering & mathematics
excellence in our city.
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Benchmark 5 – Encounters with Employers and Employees
Yr12 and Yr13 took part in a virtual Employability Skills workshop with InvestIN.
Ousedale School has partnered with InvestIN which offers programmes to students and immersive experiences of
their dream career, giving them the confidence to choose the right career and maximise their potential. Attendees
gain unique insight through simulations, seminars, Q&As with industry leaders and personalised career coaching.
Please use discount code ousedale10 to receive 10% off experience prices.

Benchmark 6 Experience of the workplace
Speakers for schools and SpringPod continue to offer virtual work experience placements, please explore the sites below
to find out more about upcoming opportunities. If you have any questions please let us know.
•
https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience-programmes/
•
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/vwex/
Benchmark 7 - Encounters with Further and Higher Education
We welcomed Milton Keynes, Northampton, Moulton and Bedford Colleges to our campuses for
Yr11 students to hear about the course and facilities they offer.
We are running a series of virtual evening events aimed at parents and students who are
interested in finding out more about local colleges. If you would like to attend any of the below
virtual sessions please email careers@ousedale.org.uk
MK College – 8th November 6-7pm
Northampton College – 9th November 6-7pm
Moulton College – 10th November 6-7pm
Arts1 (Performing Arts) – 11th November 6-7pm
Bedford College – 17th November 6-7pm
Silverstone - TBC
Gatsby benchmark 8 – Personal Guidance
The Careers Team have started to see Yr11 students in preparation for their post 16 destinations. Students should
ensure they are utilising the resources available to them via the Careers Website and their Unifrog accounts.
If you would like to meet with the Careers Team please email careers@ousedale.org.uk

The Careers team regularly provider’s information on Careers,
Apprenticeships, College and University Open days, local and national
Careers related events and employment opportunities via the schools
Facebook page and google classrooms.

www.ousedale.org.uk
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Catering
Vegan Witches Fingers

Recipe of the Term—Vegan Witches Fingers

Ingredients:
5 Prunes
3 dates
2 tbsp. maple syrup
1 tbsp. honey
1 tbsp. water
Pinch of salt (optional)
¼ tsp ground cloves
1 tsp dark cocoa powder
¼ tsp ground cardamom
75g walnuts
90g almonds
For decoration
Pumpkin seeds or almonds
1 tsp red fruit puree

Makes 16 fingers.
Preparation time: 15 minutes.
Method

Blend almonds and walnuts until almost grounded, set aside. In a food processor blend California
Prunes, dates, maple syrup and honey until a paste is formed. Add water if needed. Add almonds
and walnuts, salt, cocoa and spices and blend until a dough forms. If dough is too sticky add a
little more almonds/walnuts. Divide the dough into 1 inch balls and roll them into finger shapes.
Place pumpkin seed or almond at the tip using a small amount of fruit puree.
Serve immediately or keep refrigerated until needed.
Raw witches’ fingers can be made a day ahead.
Welcome back into our canteens!!
We have some theme days coming up so please look out for those! The
shed is opening located near lower canteen we will have a selection of
treats for you all.

Happy Halloween!

Anisha Avery—Catering Manager
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