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CHARITIES WEEK 2021

Message from Andy Burton, Headteacher

Dear Parent/Carer,
“Good dings we bring, to you and your kin. We wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.” Christmas Carol, We Wish You a Merry
Christmas.

Welcome to our end of term Ousenews, where we do indeed round up all the good news
stories and achievements of our wonderful pupils, staﬀ and school community for you and
your family to read. And, it being the Christmas edi on of Ousenews, we also send you our
best wishes for a res ul Christmas and prosperous and peaceful New Year. One might say
therefore, that Ousenews is the literary embodiment of the famous Christmas carol referenced
above!
It has been a very busy and even ul Autumn term from September through to Christmas, a
term set against the ongoing diﬃcul es of the pandemic and the control measures we
con nue to review and implement. We can see na onally the same process going on, because
essen ally this is the advice and guidance that our measures are predicated on. As it is
na onally, I know that what we are doing is not universally agreed with or popular, but we
con nue to make decisions in conjunc on with advice from public health bodies to keep us all
safe and open as close to normal as possible.
None the less we have made signiﬁcant progress including on our vision and values, and thank
you to all of you who responded to the consulta on. As a result of your feedback our vision
will be:
All young people leave Ousedale ready to succeed in life. As eﬀec ve learners they
will acquire the character, experiences, knowledge, skills and qualiﬁca ons which
will enable them to thrive, and lead successful, happy lives.
We have also amended our school mo o which will be:
Be Kind, Work Hard, Succeed Together
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Message from Andy Burton, Headteacher

It may seem superﬂuous in terms of how we operate as a school, but this will underpin all that
we do. We will now start to plan the curriculum for September to ensure that the experiences
we talk about are deliberately planned for; our behaviour and rewards systems will address the
characteris cs of kindness, hard work and success; knowledge and skills will be speciﬁcally
iden ﬁed and sequenced to ensure that our pupils incrementally build their breadth of
knowledge and understanding and make links with other curriculum areas because this helps
to commit knowledge to long‐term memory. All of this stems from our vision and values which
you have all helped to shape: so again, thank you.
Thank you to all who have been men oned in the pages that follow in rela on to Chari es
Week, an Ousedale tradi on in support of Save the Children and Willen Hospice. Con nuing to
raise money, and having fun at the same me, is something we will con nue to champion. We
want to support our community as we have always been a community school and will con nue
to be so. Indeed, we are delighted to be able to support the community of Afghan families
who have been relocated in Newport Pagnell following their evacua on from Afghanistan. We
do not know how long they will stay with us, but their children will be joining us in January as
part of the Ousedale family.
And so my ﬁnal thoughts are about family and Christmas. Diﬃcult pandemic mes or not, I
hope that you manage to enjoy the fes ve period with friends and loved ones. We look
forward to seeing you all again in the New Year, and don’t forget that school will start slightly
earlier at 8.40am and ﬁnish slightly later at 3.00pm from January.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Andy Burton—Headteacher

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
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Chari es Week

Chari es Week was a li le diﬀerent this year, however it was s ll a great success and the
children and staﬀ had fun par cipa ng in all of the fundraising ac vi es, which included;
Ousedale’s Got ‘Virtual’ Talent, Bingo, Best Christmas Jumper Day, Sports Matches and
Christmas Hampers.

Newport Pagnell —Best Christmas Jumper Winners:
Year 7—Lucas G
Year 8—Jayden K
Year 10—Jamie L

Olney—Best Christmas Jumper Winners:
Year 7: Tommy P W
Year 8: Harrison B
Year 9: India T
Year 10: Ruben H
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Chari es Week

Newport Pagnell Quiz Winners:

Olney Quiz Winners:

Year 7—7GIH

Year 7—7SPP

Year 8—8SRA & 8MM

Year 8—8CH

Year 9—9RN

Year 9— 9SYC

Year 10—10GD

Year 10—10JR

Year 12—12 EME & 12MYS
Year 13—13AB , 13EMS & 13EY
Well done to all the Bingo winners too!

Myself and the Pupil Leadership Team have
worked really hard to give our Sixth Form
the best chari es week we’ve had yet! One
of the things we organised was our big raﬄe,
there are over 40 prizes and all proceeds go
to the chari es we support, Save the
Children and Willen Hospice. We have all
individually got as many prizes as we could
and put them together as a team. We had
many mee ngs to organise asking places for
dona ons, ge ng prizes from places we (or
friends and family) work and also have had
some proceeds from school to get some of
our extra prizes. The school community and
people around us have been really generous
in giving us prizes for good causes. I am
really proud of our team and how hard we
have worked for this in our own me. We
have sold lots of ckets to both teachers and
pupils so thank you everybody who bought
some!

Sixth Form Raﬄe

The total raised was £191!!!
A big thank you to our Pupil Leadership
Team and everybody who contributed!
Harriet Graham
Year 12 Pupil

5

Chari es Week—Christmas Hampers

Newport Pagnell Winners

7VMS

9EH

8EMC

10MW

12CHJ

11HB
13MA
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Chari es Week—Christmas Hampers

Olney Winners

9SYC

7SPP
8SKR

10STR
11CTW
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Chari es Week

Ousedale’s Got ‘Virtual’ Talent
Chari es Week saw the return of the annual Ousedale’s Got Talent contest (albeit in a diﬀerent
format this year!). There were some great acts who audi oned. Huge Congratula ons to the
winners:
1st Place
Thomas played the guitar and
sang ‘Good Riddance’.
Jessie
performed
an
original song she wrote.

Thomas
2nd Place

Bu el
3rd Place

Jessie
Mwiluki
Olivia
Olivia performed the song,
‘Somewhere only we
know’.

Du on

Thank you to everyone who took part, it was fantas c to see so much talent out there!

In total we have raised over £4,000! A huge thank you to everyone who donated! This Chari es
Week, the proceeds will be split between Save the Children and Willen Hospice.
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Cake Sales

Well done to all the pupils who contributed to the recent bake sales in aid of Chari es Week.
Year 7 at Newport Pagnell raised around £150 with their eﬀorts!
Year 12 also took part in a cake sale and Marie Leiss made a tradi onal German Fairy‐tale
house with the characters from Hansel and Gretel ‐ not only did it look great, it also tasted
fantas c too!

Year 12 Debate Compe

on

At the end of October Fran Weatherill and Max Ford (both Year 12) took part in the Milton
Keynes Parliamentary Debate compe on. The mo on was that the spending on HS2 was not
jus ﬁed. Fran and Max put together truly wonderful speeches and delivered them excellently.
The evening was hosted by the MP for MK North, Ben Everi . Freya Weedon, Daisy Mitchell,
and Callum Willcox also a ended for moral support.
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Year 11 Awards Ceremony for Current Year 12 Pupils

We recently had the pleasure of recognising the achievements of our current Year 12 pupils.
Whilst we were unable to replicate the format with parents/carers, we felt it was ﬁ ng to
con nue with the event, albeit with reduced numbers. There were various awards in
recogni on of pupil achievement and a tude to learning in subjects and also ‘The Governors’
Award for pupils who gained eight or more successes at Grade 7‐9. In addi on, we also
recognise pupils who have shown commitment and contribu on to the community and the
Duke of Edinburgh Award (which we are pleased to tell you is s ll prominent at Ousedale
School). Arguably, this year, the awards were even more signiﬁcant as a result of the
challenges pupils have faced and we are extremely proud of how pupils have shown character
and resilience and succeeded through hard work and determina on!
Thank you to A Level photography pupil, Oscar, for taking the photos.
The list and awards with some of the pictures are detailed here and we will con nue to
recognise not only achievement, but a tude to learning with Year 12, so please do look out for
updates. If you would like your son/daughter’s picture then please email
Claire. erney@ousedale.org.uk

To all our pupils, we oﬀer our congratula ons and wish you every success in whatever path you
have chosen to pursue.
Mr Jon Grant, Assistant Headteacher‐Director of Sixth Form.
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Year 11 Awards Ceremony for Current Year 12 Pupils
Governors’ Roll of Honour
The Governors wish to recognise the high level of achievement.
The Governors’ Award for Excellence is presented to pupils who gained Eight or more successes
at Grade 7‐9 or equivalent.

ALTENA Wouter
ANDERSON Oli
BATES Lucy
BOAFO Mario
BOCKING Tom
BUTTEL Thomas
CHAMBERS Molly
DAVIES Max
DORMER Ma hew
DUNCAN Cressida
EHSAN Hafsa
EVANS Joel
FORAN Daniel
HAMMETT Mabel
HENRY Samuel
HULMES Luke
JASYDARAN Keerthikan
KHAMIS Nasra

LANCASTER Lucy
LOVESEY Jasmin
MATHER Fﬁon
MAYES Natalie
MERRY Hannah
MURTAZA Senia
O'NEIL Jack
PEARCE Eddie
RAMOS Frederick
RANGER Alexander
VERDIN Polly
WATERS Erin
WEATHERILL Francesca
WEBB Kade
WEEDON Freya
WHITE Molly
WILCOX Callum
WINSHIP Jose e
YABSLEY Daniel

Friends of Ousedale Award
This award is presented for commitment and high achievement in the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme to:

Molly White

Jubilee Shield
Is presented for outstanding academic achievement to:

Francesca Weatherhill
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Year 11 Awards Ceremony for Current Year 12 Pupils

Ma hew Knight Friendship Award
This is a very special award presented by the O’Sullivan Family in memory of Ma hew Knight, a
former pupil, who was tragically killed in a car accident during Easter 1993.
Mr and Mrs Knight wished to acknowledge that many pupils are o en involved in considerable
caring ac vi es outside of their school life and others are totally unaware of the contribu on
they make towards these ac vi es. This was certainly the case with Ma hew, and we hope this
award is a ﬁ ng tribute to his memory.

Kim Biley
Kim volunteers at Rainbow Trust Children's Charity, she started helping out in 2016 and became
a young leader in 2019. Kim supports the children and helps them achieve their badges every
Thursday and this has con nued on zoom during lockdown. In November 2020 Kim donated 19
inches of hair to The Li le Princess Trust. This is used to make wigs for children who have lost
their hair during cancer treatment. Kim also raised £119 for this charity.
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End of Term Departmental Cer ﬁcates

We have awarded end of
term departmental
cer ﬁcates and badges
for
outstanding work.

We want to say a huge well done to the pupils who have been selected for these awards. Your
enthusiasm and commitment hasn’t gone unno ced.
Awarded by Mr D Lugg
Gemma Wickham
Orlaith Green
Ka e Abernethy

Awarded by Miss A Leafe

Awarded by Mrs R Nute

Lo e Davis

Sonia Markevich

Jack Mcdonagh

Evie Sharpe
Sophie Newbold

Awarded by Miss K Knapman

Edie Cooper

Imogen Wyeth

Isabella Oxley Ale Baldacchino

Izzy Pleasants

Francesca Sicorello

Mason Forrow‐Wa s

Charlie Glass

Kaitlyn Murphy

Ollie Hembry

Alex Aus n

Emily Read

Hugo Askey ‐

Poppy Smylie

Alﬁe Crouch

Harry Caldwell
Ella Davis

Jai Howard Burghardt
Ocean Traﬀord

Awarded by Mr P Wilson

Alfred Parlor

Lauren Webb

Anna Farewell

Charlie Norris

Archie Budge

Josie Row

Harry Ward

Martha Henry

Paris Farley

William Geller

Dylan Willis

Macey Bush 8IL

Jordan Adderson

Caitlin Pearson

Elize Harper

Calum Dilks

Theo Brady

Sarah Jane Presbury

Josh Brady

Alice Williams

Miah Wilson

Cory Vollgraaﬀ

Amy Reed

Ewurabena Essel

Shay Chris son

James Keeler

Amy Beddall

Awarded by Miss S Passﬁeld
Olivia Millman‐Dell

Awarded by Miss E Caves
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Harvest Fes val Collec on for the Food Bank 2021

Ousedale School were kindly asked to take part in the Harvest Fes val
for the Milton Keynes Food Bank. The last 18 months have been
par cularly tough for families throughout the pandemic with some
being furloughed and others being made redundant. This has meant
that families are accessing the Food Bank more than ever due to lack of
money. The Food Bank rely solely on dona ons from the local
community and the food we have collected will go a long way to
helping those in need in Milton Keynes. A massive thank you to all
pupils and families who donated.
Miss Wilkins (PER)

St Mark’s Meals

Ousedale are keen to support this wonderful local charity working to feed
hungry children across Milton Keynes. 1 in 4 children in Milton Keynes are
living in poverty and many children don't have access to food at home. St
Mark's Meals provide long life dinner kit boxes, free of charge to schools
and children's centres across the city. This way, teachers can give a box to a
child to take home whenever they spot the need. There are 4 main recipe
boxes ‐ curry, spaghe bolognese, tuna pasta, and tacos and a ke le box
for those in emergency accomoda on. Each box generously feeds a family
of 4 and cost the charity around £6 to put together. They are expec ng to
deliver around 600 boxes this December! There are a few ways to support
them this Christmas which you can ﬁnd out about here:

stmarksmk.com/meals
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Interfaith Compe

on

The PER department ran a compe on during the week of 15th to 19th November about
Interfaith Week, which is designed to strengthen good interfaith rela ons at all levels and
increase the awareness of the diﬀerent and dis nct faith communi es in the UK. The PER
team displayed some posters around the school and pupils had to gather all 10 le ers from
the posters and unscramble the word. The word we were looking for was ‘compassion.’ Well
done to Kiera Tyler from the Newport Pagnell Campus and Maisie Cain from Olney who have
each won a £10 Amazon voucher.

Drama Club
Drama Club and the Milton Keynes Fes val of The Arts for Drama in
February 2022
It has been lovely to see the return of the Drama Club again in November
a er a short period of temporary closure. A endance has been excellent
since we relaunched the club back in September.
It is available to all year groups every Wednesday between 3 ‐ 4pm in the
L1 Drama Studio and every Tuesday at Olney in the Drama Studio
between 3—4pm.

We are also recrui ng for pupils to take part in The Milton Keynes Fes val of the Arts in February
2022. This will take place at The Venue, Walton High over the weekend of February 19th 2022.
Pupils will have an exci ng opportunity to perform on a main stage to an audience and to a
professional examiner. They can either perform a devised solo drama piece or a duologue or a
group piece or a scene from a published play. It can be something they have created themselves
whilst a ending Drama Club. There are prizes, medals and trophies to be won.
If you would like some further informa on then please come to Drama club at either Newport
Pagnell or Olney before the end of term or alterna vely to a member of the Drama Dept at both
campuses.
The Drama Dept
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Black History Month

At Ousedale Sixth Form, the Leadership team, along with other Sixth Form pupils helped
organise a range of ac vi es celebra ng Black History Month. During the week assemblies on
famous, black inﬂuen al ﬁgures, that pupils may not know of, were delivered, making a
signiﬁcant impact within the school environment in terms of educa on on the topics
surrounding the month. Addi onally, black cultural music was being played during lunch me;
pupils also volunteered in the distribu on of cultural food and the rest of the school also
par cipated in memorials surrounding black culture. Despite the fact that the week was
aimed at black history month, other cultures were also recognised as you can see in the
picture. It was lovely to see pupils embracing their diverse backgrounds, especially on cultural
clothing day!

Years 12 & 13—Senior Mathema cal Challenge

Well done to the Year 12 and 13 pupils who to part in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge.
Results are in: 4 Golds, 11 Silver and 9 Bronze!
Good luck to Euan Dolan, Ivo Duncan, Like Hulmes & Ryan Mumford who qualiﬁed for the
Kangaroo.
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Geography In Ac on Day

On Friday 12th November, 37 Geography A Level pupils travelled from Ousedale to the
Emmanuel Centre in central London to experience a day of ‘Geography in Ac on’. The pupils
were given the opportunity to learn from ﬁve inspira onal experts in their ﬁeld; including a
professor from Oxford University. The pupils learnt about the threats to the carbon cycle, the
likely emerging superpowers of the next century, volcanic erup ons in the Caribbean and the
increasing inequality in Britain owing to globalisa on. It’s fair to say as Teachers at Ousedale
School we were extremely impressed by the maturity of the pupils engaging in the lectures
and we were so pleased they enjoyed the day!
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Army Cadets—Remembrance Day

The army cadets took part in the Remembrance Parade in Milton Keynes in November. The
cadets from Ousedale did a fantas c job!
The students did Ousedale very proud. All cadets showed just how grown up they are.

Year 12 Westbury & Limes Residen al Home—Carol Singing
The Year 12's put on their Christmas hats, wrapped up and walked to Westbury and Limes
Residen al Home to share some fes ve cheer. Ousedale pupils have previously carried out
enrichment programmes; cra ing, reading, playing board games and cha ng to the residents.
Due to recent mes and restric ons they couldn't go inside the home but, not wan ng to lose
the community spirit, the pupils sang their hearts out to the residents from the car park.
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Network Rail STEM Day

Network Rail STEM Final Day – 26th November 2021
Well done to all pupils who took part in this event!
We have received very posi ve feedback from the Chief Engineer (Mar n Jones) who was
highly impressed by the ques ons pupils asked regarding railways. In addi on to this, we had
very close match ups between the schools, highligh ng the knowledge and skills they possess
at such a young age.
If any pupils are interested in any work experience and might not have had the chance to take
down the details, the contact informa on is available below:
Leanean Callender (Early Engagement Lead)
Leanean.Callender@networkrail.co.uk
Alison Thompson (Prac ce Manager for new entrants)
Alison.Thompson@networkrail.co.uk
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Music

“On 3rd of November, I went to the Royal Albert Hall with the Northamptonshire County
Youth Orchestra to perform in the “Music For Youth” Prom. We rehearsed throughout the day
to put Tim Steiner’s na onal crea ve project “All the Hall’s a Stage” together with the 38
other groups involved. We also had an individual me slot to rehearse our individual piece.
Finally, the concert began at 6pm. Our individual piece “Lord of the Dance” by Ronan
Hardiman was the second item in the concert. It went amazingly well and it was exhilara ng
to play it on the stage of the Royal Albert Hall! The crea ve project was split into 3 parts and
all played at diﬀerent mes throughout the concert. It was an interes ng and peculiar
composi on and like nothing I have ever done before.
During the ﬁnale, we performed “There Will Always Be a Reason to Sing” arranged and
conducted by Patrick Bailey. Balloons and streamers fell from the ceiling whilst sparklers ﬁred
from cannons! It was an incredible experience and I thoroughly enjoyed it!”
Hannah Caine—Year 9

Music Grades

Congratula ons to the following pupils for success in their recent exams:

Name

Surname

Instrument

Form

Grade

Results

Abigail
Mwiza

Beardshaw
Kasase

Clarinet
French Horn

11MG
9PHW

5
1

Pass
Merit

Thomas
Katie

Wakley
Abernethy

Saxophone ( Jazz)
Flute

9HK
10EF

5

Distinction
Merit

Elsa
Thomas

Morley
Buttel

Saxophone
Piano

11CTW
12JW

6
7

Distinction
Merit
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PE
Sports Update
The following are some examples of the passion and
commitment our pupils display for their sports.
I would like to thank the parents and guardians who have
taken the me to share some of the achievements our
pupils have had over the past few months:

Well done to everyone for taking part in the
girls rugby session hosted by Olney RFC. For
some it was their ﬁrst experience of rugby
and it was great to see them all enjoy it.

Year 7

Emma Gibb—won the Year
7 Girls Cross Country race

Danae Osner—achieved her green belt
in Taekwon‐do

Bethan Ke —achieved
her Nicas Level Onein
Indoor Rock Climbing

21

PE
Year 8

Tarren Mayer—managed to secure a place in the GB
development squad for the 4th year running, this me at
advanced novice. She also managed to gain number 1 in
the country at basic novice and 6th at advanced. Later this
month she competes at the Bri sh championships.

Macey Bush — has been selected for the MK Dons Regional Netball squad for the
2021/2022 season. She was also chosen by her fellow teammates, as the Vice Captain for
the team. She con nues to play this alongside the North Buckinghamshire County netball
program.

Year 9

Elisha Brown— took part in
the MK Fes val of Running
5k and came 3rd (racing with
adults!) with a me of 23.01.

Sid Woods—A er an absence of around 2 years due to
covid restric ons, Sid Woods recently a ended a two
week course at the Snozone MK, where he refreshed his
snowboard skills. As well as mastering challenging trick
moves, such as 180°’s, Olly's and Nolly’s, Sid was asked to
help coach some younger boarders and was recognised for
his skill level being at GCSE standard.

Sean Butler — is a competent sailor and sails all summer.

Luke Briggs — has started training on adult bouldering competition routes at Big Rock
and completed 9 routes on his first attempt. He is hoping to complete more, every
training session.
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PE
Year 10

Stuart Osner—achieved his green belt in Taekwon‐do

Well done to our Year 10 5‐aside team
who won the MK School’s girls football
tournament! They played 5 games in the
group stage, scoring 14 goals in total. In
the Semi‐Final they won 3‐0. They then
went on to beat Walton High in the ﬁnal
2‐1. A brilliant eﬀort from them all.

Naana Oppon—a ained an incredible achievement at the recent Trampoline World
Championships 2021, WAGC (World Age Group Compe on) in Baku, Azerbaijan.
Naana's ﬁrst run scored 33.800, second run scored 33.000 and her ﬁnal pass scored 34.000.
The categories were Trampolining, Double Mini Trampolining and Tumbling, Naana competed
in the 15‐16 age category in Tumbling and qualiﬁed prelims in 1st place leading by only 0.100.
She then went on to compete in the ﬁnals and placed 2nd overall by 0.100 just missing out on
her dream of becoming World champion.
Naana has competed at the World Championships a few mes before:
2017 3rd place, bronze medalist
2018 7th place due to her unfortunate fall on her ﬁnal run/pass. But she qualiﬁed in 2nd
2019 2nd place, silver medalist
2021 2nd place, silver medalist
What an achievement!
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PE

A massive well done for our Year 10 and
Year 11 pupils who par cipated in the KS4
MK School Rugby Tournament. Each pupil
showed outstanding determina on and
great sportsmanship. A huge thank you to
MKRUFC for hos ng the tournament which
saw the return to rugby a er a long lay‐oﬀ.
Year 12

Freya Nicholas—is playing
Na onal Division 1 hockey
for St Neots Ladies 1st
Team, and is again
represen ng Bedforshire
County at U17 Girls
hockey.

Year 13

Madison Sears—has achieved
her black belt, Second Dan in
Taekwon‐do

Edward Cook—came 1st in the
Bri sh
Teen
Crossﬁt
Championships Age 16‐18 in
Southampton. Edward also
placed 2nd in the European
Crossﬁt Championships Age 16‐
18 in Colchester.

Finally, once again I would like to thank the pupils for adap ng so well to some of the changes we
have experienced in PE over the last few months and stress the importance of con nuing to follow
the kit policy and dressing for the weather. The majority of PE lessons will con nue to take place
outside over the winter months.
Mr Vanstone Head of PE
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MK Schools Cross Country November 2021

Congratula ons to those students that took part in the cross county. The pupils put in an
excellent amount of eﬀort and represented the school really well. We were grateful to the
parents and coaches who also oﬀered support. We had the perfect weather for students to
compete on the challenging course. As well as an outstanding whole school and team
performances there were also some excellent individual results. Overall, Ousedale came 2nd!

Year 7 Boys
Posi on
School
1st
OUSE
2nd
OAK
3rd
DEN
4th
RAD
5th
WAT
6th
BRK
7th
HAZ
8th
SHLA
9th
10th
11th

Year 7 girls
Posi on
School
1st
OUSE
2nd
HAZ
3rd
OAK
4th
STP
5th
STAN
6th
DEN
7th
WEB
8th
9th
10th
11th

Year 8/9 Boys
Posi on
School
1st
DEN
2nd
STP
3rd
STAN
4th
OAK
5th
SHLA
6th
RAD
7th
BRK
8th
HAZ
9th
KHP
10th
WAT
11th

Year 8/9 Girls
Posi on
School
1st
OUSE
2nd
OAK
3rd
STP
4th
WAT
5th
STAN
6th
WH
7th
DEN
8th
SBE
9th
KHP
10th
HAZ
11th
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Year 10/11 Boys
Posi on
School
1st
OAK
2nd
OUSE
3rd
STP
4th
STAN
5th
DEN
6th
WEB
7th
HAZ
8th
SHLA
9th
10th
11th

Year 10/11 Girls
Posi on
School
1st
OUSE
2nd
DEN
3rd
OAK
4th
WEB
5th
STAN
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

Year 7 Happiness Poems

Happiness is something that you
can’t hold,

Happiness to me,
Is feeling free.

But it is as valuable and precious as
gold,

Happiness to me,
Is my family.

Happiness makes life worth living,

Happiness to me,
Is being surrounded by my friends and
knowing our
friendship will never end!

With friends and family loving and
giving,

Happiness to me,
Is playing for my football team and
scoring
a goal to make everyone beam!

Happiness goes on and on.

Happiness can be shown with a
smile,

Happiness to me,
Is feeling safe and loved.

Which can last for a long while,

Happiness means a lot to me,
But not as much as my family!

Happiness is something that you
can’t hold,

By Keira T

But it is as valuable and precious as
gold

Congratula ons to Keira T for winning
the PSHE happiness compe on!

By Zahra W
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Geography Compe

on

Well done to all pupils for par cipa ng in the October Geography Compe on looking at food
miles. All pupils calculated their food miles cooked at home with parents and carers and some
even showed us some pictures of superb cooking!
Well done! The December compe

on has now been launched.

Winners ‐ prizes will be distributed and praise points will be added.

Year 8
Lewis B
Maxim S
Year 7

Isaac W

Arthur B
Ben S
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Year 9
Rachel W

Year 7 & 8 Star Bakers

Well done to all of our Year 7 & 8 Star Bakers this term in Food! We have been busy cooking a
selec on of dishes and our pupils have loved having their prac cal lessons back! We have cooked
chicken kebabs where we focused on our hygiene and handling of raw meat. We have cooked mac n
cheese with our focus on the béchamel sauce and making sure it is lovely and smooth. We have
cooked pizza pinwheels, a deﬁnite favourite, and muﬃns.

Year 10 Food Prepara on and Nutri on
Year 10 Food Prepara on and Nutri on pupils have been working hard on their pastry skills this
term, We have made some beau ful dishes, including these caramelized onion quiche and lemon
meringue pies! Well done Year 10!
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Year 12 Food Science and Nutri on

A huge well done to our Year 12 Food Science and Nutri on pupils who have completed a pasta and
bread workshop this term. We have made a range of brilliant dishes including: rainbow tagliatelle,
lasagna, caramelized onion garlic bread pizzas, sweet caramelle, christmas tree ravioli. One dish that
really stood out was our sweet pasta caramelle which translates as 'candy', the ravioli was ﬁlled with
a strawberry sauce, which plays on the boundaries that pasta can be a sweet dish!
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Sixth Form Open Evening

Thursday 6th January 2022
5.30‐8.30pm at our Newport Pagnell campus.
Presenta ons will be held at 5.30pm, 6.30pm and 7.30pm
To book your place on one of our 3 presenta ons, visit our website
and follow the link to Eventbrite to choose a me slot.
www.ousedale.org.uk
Tickets are limited to ensure social distancing, book early to avoid
disappointment!

Key Dates:
10th December 2021—New Prospectus available to view online
6th January 2022—Sixth Form Open Evening, 5.30pm—8.30pm
11th March 2022—Deadline for applica on forms
25th August 2022—Results Day

“Sixth‐Form pupils feel that staﬀ support them well.
Pupils appreciate the varied sessions on personal
development. They also receive high‐quality advice
about possible career opportuni es. This means that
they are well prepared to leave Sixth Form and pursue
their goals.” Ofsted January 2020
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Pupil Leadership

Following the launch of our Pupil Leadership programme in October, we have now appointed over
250 pupils in leadership posi ons! The aim for Pupil Leadership at Ousedale is:


To empower pupils to work in partnership with staﬀ towards shared goals



To provide opportuni es for students to ﬂourish within the school and wider community



To provide a chance for pupils to develop leadership skills through a variety of opportuni es,
which impact posi vely within school on learning, teaching and well‐being for both pupils and
staﬀ, as well as out of school in the local community



To prepare pupils to excel in life a er formal educa on

All groups have now started to meet to formulate their plans for the year. We look forward to seeing
how these develop and how our pupils can con nue to contribute to the school, working towards a
shared vision.
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Pupil Leadership

Our Sustainability Leaders have already
been extremely busy discussing ideas,
such as:
Recycling bins and use of paper for staﬀ
– the sustainability leaders want to do
some assemblies for pupils, as well as a
short presenta on for staﬀ to think
about paper usage.
Our Library Leaders play a pivotal role
within the library; they help with the re‐
organisa on of the library upda ng the
catalogue of current texts. Their other
roles include: ﬁling books, logging books,
working on the library desk, monitoring
pupil capacity, wri ng reviews, leading
clubs and designing displays.
The Sports Leaders have been
discussing the following points in
their ini al mee ngs, such as:
 More sports in Physical Educa on
lessons
 Diﬀerent and more clubs at break
me / lunch me/ a erschool
 Access to swimming pool
The Engagement Leaders are already
looking at:
 Networking

with local clubs and
organisa ons to share opportuni es

 Social media involvement to produce

ar cles and reach alterna ve audiences

Our Sixth Form Leadership Team have
been suppor ng the Year 11 transi on
and Sixth Form applica on process,
working on the prospectus, video and
talking to Year 11 pupils.

Our Wellbeing Leaders have already played an ac ve
role in planning the Year 7 PSHE curriculum for a er
the Christmas holidays, and have decided on the
theme of ‘Be Kind’.
As Literacy and Numeracy Leaders, our older pupils
have one to one sessions with our Year 7s, during
which they listen to them read and help them decode
the words, asking them ques ons about vocabulary
and check their understanding of key events at the
end of reading. Our Numeracy leaders work through
basic numeracy skills such as addi on, subtrac on,
mul plica on and division with iden ﬁed pupils in
Key Stage 3.
Our Music Leaders have been working on promo onal
materials to adver se extra‐curricular ensembles and
vocal groups. It is hoped that this will encourage more
pupils to get involved with music making and raise the
proﬁles of extra‐curricular music across the school.

The Transi on Leaders are looking at developing ideas
such as:
A club for all new starters to go to at lunch me with
some pupil council members so that they can ask
ques ons or not be on their own

Some of our Sixth Form Careers Leaders have been
working on the reintroduc on of the Medical Society
a er the Christmas break and input into the new
interac ve university no ceboard now within the Sixth
Form entrance.

Our Student Councils, Year 11 Ambassadors and Sixth
Form Leadership Teams have also met to discuss the
new school vision. Their feedback was extremely
insigh ul, leading to a number of amendments being
made.
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Library

Newport Pagnell

33

Young Engineer of the Year

Well done to the Year 10 pupils
who were interviewed by staﬀ
from bpPulse for the Young
Engineer of the Year project.
The interviewers were genuinely
impressed by all the pupils and
have a tough decision to decide
on the ﬁnal team.

The Ousedale YEOTY team had an excellent
day at Newcastle College ﬁnding out about
the challenge for the KMFmetal YEOTY
2022.
Planning starts now about what is going to
be sent into space.

34

Ni yli

Ni yli inspires a new genera on of female engineers!
Year 10 Engineering and Design pupils a ended a Women in Engineering event at Ni yli
Headquarters in Milton Keynes to encourage young females to study and work in engineering
roles.
Pupils experienced ac vi es related to STEM (Science, Engineering, Technology and Maths) to
give them a taster of the diﬀerent departments and engineering specialisms that are available for
a career in engineering. From 3D CAD drawing, touring the facili es and seeing their assembly line
in ac on, assembling parts, following a set of instruc ons, to trying miniature arm opera ons for
the hydraulics and pneuma cs used in their machines.
An excellent day was enjoyed by all!

“I thought the Ni yli trip
was well organised and
informa ve. I liked how we
could prac ce and make our
own items like the E‐stop
bu on using 3D CAD and 3D
prin ng.”

“Ni yli
was a really good
experience for me, and I think it's
important to do things like this
because you don't see many
women in this type of work. More
women need to be in engineering!”
Paris F

Ellie J

“I enjoyed the trip. It was very good and inspired me
to want to achieve higher in engineering. It also
showed me what it was like to be a woman in
engineering and gain conﬁdence for what it would be
like in the future.”
Roby S

“I really enjoyed it. It was a great
experience. It was fun to learn
and see what engineers can do.”
Caitlin B
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Christmas Science Quiz

1. When Santa is travelling very quickly, which downwards force stops him from ﬂying oﬀ into
space?
2. One of the gi s the 3 Wise Men brought to the baby Jesus was gold. What is the chemical
symbol for the element gold?
3. Which gas is most likely to make up the majority of the Star of Bethlehem?
4. Reindeer are ruminants (just like cows). How many chambers do their stomach’s have?
5. A Christmas candle releases energy as both heat and light but what form was the energy in
originally, before the candle was lit?
6. Currants, raisins and sultanas are dried fruits o en found in Christmas cakes. What fruit were
they before they were dried?
7. Santa Claus, as well as all real‐bearded people, have natural beards that are chemically of what
material or substance?
8. Brussel sprouts contain a chemical called Sulforaphane which has the formula
C6H11NOS2. How many diﬀerent elements are there in Sulforaphane?
9. In which part of the plant does a Christmas tree (ﬁr tree) store its seeds?
10.In the song ‘The 12 days of Christmas’, how many diﬀerent species of birds are men oned?

Answers:
1. Gravity, 2. Au (La n. Aurum), 3. Hydrogen, 4. 4, 5. Chemical or Chemical Poten al, 6. Grapes, 7. Kera n, or Protein,
8. 5, 9. In the cones, 10. 6 (Partridge, Colly Bird, Dove, French Hen, Swan, Geese).
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Careers

The Careers Team con nue to support pupils across the school with one to one advice and guidance
sessions. If you would like to request an appointment please email us at
careers@ousedale.org.uk
Drop in sessions ‐ break mes and lunch me (Careers oﬃce – in the library)

Gatsby Benchmark 1 ‐ A stable careers programme
All pupils now have access to a Careers Google classroom.
Here we share career related opportuni es.
Year 7 have access to Unifrog.
Don’t forget to check out our dedicated Careers website for useful informa on to help you explore your
op ons ‐ h ps://sites.google.com/ousedale.org.uk/careers/home
Gatsby Benchmark 2 – Learning from career and labour market informa on (LMI)
Engineering is a growing sector with a high demand for skilled workers. While
Covid has impacted this growth there are now signs of an increase in demand. The
link below provides an overview of the Industry sta s cs, and the last slide
provides some excellent links to career informa on within this sector ‐ h ps://
www.semlep.com/modules/downloads/download.php?ﬁle_name=1036

Gatsby Benchmark 3 ‐ Addressing the need of each pupil
The Na onal Appren ceship Show Central Virtual Fair was held on 10th November,
highligh ng Appren ceship opportuni es and oﬀering informa on from Central
England and the Midland's top employers and training providers.
The show included workshops from ASK Appren ceships, GCHQ/MI5/MI6, Experian, Virgin Media, PwC
and The Royal Air Force.
We also welcomed Grant Thornton to the school to talk to our Year 12 and Year 13 pupils about
opportuni es within their company including their Degree Level Appren ceship Scheme.
Gatsby Benchmark 4 Linking Curriculum learning to Careers
Year 10 welcomed BP to the school to hear about opportuni es and learn more
about the company. This also included launching the Young Engineer of the Year
Compe on.
Year 11 and Year13 design pupils a ended the MK Innovates STEM Fes val which
showcases the science, technology, engineering & mathema cs excellence in our city.
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Careers

Benchmark 5 – Encounters with Employers and Employees
Network Rail were welcomed to the school to run STEM workshops with some of our pupils which included
presenta ons, prac cal ac vi es and interac on with professionals from the industry.
Year 12 and Year 13 took part in a virtual Employability Skills workshop with InvestIN.
Ousedale School has partnered with InvestIN which oﬀers programmes to pupils and immersive
experiences of their dream career, giving them the conﬁdence to choose the right career and maximise
their poten al. A endees gain unique insight through simula ons, seminars, Q&As with industry leaders
and personalised career coaching. Please use discount code ousedale10 to receive 10% oﬀ experience
prices.

Benchmark 6 Experience of the workplace
Year 10 Engineering and Design pupils a ended Ni yli Headquarters for a ‘Women in Engineering’ event
this term to encourage young females to work and study in engineering roles.
Speakers for schools and SpringPod con nue to oﬀer virtual work experience placements, please explore
the sites below to ﬁnd out more about upcoming opportuni es. If you have any ques ons please let us
know.
•
h ps://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual‐work‐experience‐programmes/
•
h ps://www.speakersforschools.org/experience‐2/vwex/
Benchmark 7 ‐ Encounters with Further and Higher Educa on
We welcomed Milton Keynes, Northampton, Moulton and Bedford Colleges to our campuses for Year 11
pupils to hear about the courses and facili es they oﬀer.
We also hosted a series of virtual open evening events aimed at parents and students interested in ﬁnding
out more about local collages.
For more informa on about local college, sixth forms and university open days, please use our padlet
which can be accessed via the Careers Website ‐ h ps://padlet.com/melaniegibbard1/mrql8ef5xd2hiw52
Gatsby benchmark 8 – Personal Guidance
The Careers Team have started to see Year 11 pupils in prepara on for their post 16 des na ons. Pupils
should ensure they are u lising the resources available to them via the Careers Website and their Unifrog
accounts.
If you would like to meet with the Careers Team please email careers@ousedale.org.uk
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Art Gallery

Coming Soon—January 2022
The Carbert Gallery opens its doors
for the ﬁrst me in 2022 to invite you
to view:
The Faculty Showcase
The show exhibits artwork and
photography created by Teachers
and Associate Staﬀ right here at
Ousedale School.

Staﬀ Success

Many congratula ons to those members of staﬀ who have successfully completed academic
qualiﬁca ons this term. These include:
Ka e Wilkins, Head of PEW, who has completed her Masters qualiﬁca on, taking part in the
3forRE scheme, which encourages schools, universi es and teachers to work together to
engage in educa onal research rela ng to religious educa on; Sian Waterhouse, SENDCo, who
has completed a Postgraduate Award of Proﬁciency in Assessment for Access Arrangements
and Donna Montague, Careers Manager, who has completed a Level 6 Diploma in Career
Guidance and Development and has been awarded the Postgraduate Award in Careers
Leadership by the University of Warwick.
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Catering
Fes ve Gingerbread Man Recipe

Recipe of the Term—Fes ve Gingerbread Man

Ingredients:
375g Plain Flour
1 tsp Bicarbonate of Soda
3 tsps Ground Ginger
120 g Unsalted Bu er (cold & cubed)
175 g Light Brown Sugar
5 tbsps Golden Syrup
1 Large Egg

Method
Preheat your oven to 190C/180C Fan and line 3‐4 Baking trays with parchment paper (or do it in
two batches if you only have two trays.) Add the ﬂour, bicarbonate of soda and ginger to a large
bowl and add the cold, cubed bu er to the bowl – Rub together with your ﬁngers un l it re‐
sembles breadcrumbs! (Or mix the four ingredients in a food processor un l it’s breadcrumbs!)
Add the sugar into the mix and combine, and then add the golden syrup and egg ‐ beat with a
spatula/your hands un l it is a smooth dough. Knead the biscuit dough and then roll the dough
out onto a lightly ﬂoured work surface. Roll it out to 1/2cm thickness and cut out your desired
shapes! Place them on the lined baking trays and bake in the oven for 10‐11 minutes, cool on a
wire rack fully, and then decorate how you please!

Keep your eyes peeled for some new things star ng
in January 2022!
We are doing SHMOO milkshakes only £1.25
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas from the
Catering Team!
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Anisha Avery—Catering Manager

