
Signs and Symptoms of Child Protection Concerns: 
 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
 

The statutory definition of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) can be found in the guidance document 
Child sexual exploitation: Definition and a guide for practitioners (DfE 2017) 

 
The definition is: 

 
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual or group 
takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or young person 
under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, 
and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator or facilitator. The victim 
may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. Child sexual 
exploitation does not always involve physical contact; it can also occur through the use of 
technology.  

• Indicators of child sexual exploitation may include: 

• Acquisition of money, clothes, mobile phones, etc. without plausible explanation; 
• Gang-association and/or isolation from peers/social networks; 
• Exclusion or unexplained absences from school, college or work; 
• Leaving home/care without explanation and persistently going missing or     returning late; 
• Excessive receipt of texts/phone calls; 
• Returning home under the influence of drugs/alcohol; 
• Inappropriate sexualised behaviour for age/sexually transmitted infections; 
• Evidence of/suspicions of physical or sexual assault; 
• Relationships with controlling or significantly older individuals or groups; 
• Multiple callers (unknown adults or peers); 
• Frequenting areas known for sex work; 
• Concerning use of internet or other social media; 
• Increasing secretiveness around behaviours; and 
• Self-harm or significant changes in emotional well-being. 

 
   Potential vulnerabilities include: 
 

Although the following vulnerabilities increase the risk of child sexual exploitation, it must be 
remembered that not all children with these indicators will be exploited. Child sexual exploitation 
can occur without any of these issues. 

• Having a prior experience of neglect, physical and/or sexual abuse; 
• Lack of a safe/stable home environment, now or in the past (domestic violence or parental 

substance misuse, mental health issues or criminality, for example); 
• Recent bereavement or loss; 
• Social isolation or social difficulties; 
• Absence of a safe environment to explore sexuality; 
• Economic vulnerability; 
• Homelessness or insecure accommodation status; 
• Connections with other children and young people who are being sexually exploited; 
• Family members or other connections involved in adult sex work; 
• Having a physical or learning disability; 
• Being in care (particularly those in residential care and those with interrupted care 

histories); and 
• Sexual identity. 

 
 
 
 
 



Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
 

Female genital mutilation refers to procedures that intentionally alter or cause injury to the female 
genital organs for non-medical reasons. The practice is illegal in the UK and therefore must be 
reported to the Police. 

 
FGM typically takes place between birth and around 15 years old; however, it is believed that the 
majority of cases happen between the ages of 5 and 8. 

 
Risk factors for FGM include: 

 
• low level of integration into UK society 
• mother or a sister who has undergone FGM 
• girls who are withdrawn from PSHE 
• visiting female elder from the country of origin 
• being taken on a long holiday to the country of origin 
• talk about a ‘special’ procedure to become a woman 

 
Symptoms of FGM: 

 
FGM may be likely if there is a visiting female elder, there is talk of a special procedure or 
celebration to become a woman, or parents wish to take their daughter out-of-school to visit an ‘at-
risk’ country (especially before the summer holidays), or parents who wish to withdraw their 
children from learning about FGM. 

 
Indications that FGM may have already taken place may include: 

 
• difficulty walking, sitting or standing and may even look uncomfortable. 
• spending longer than normal in the bathroom or toilet due to difficulties urinating. 
• spending long periods of time away from a classroom during the day with bladder or menstrual 

problems. 
• frequent urinary, menstrual or stomach problems. 
• prolonged or repeated absences from school or college, especially with noticeable behaviour 

changes (e.g. withdrawal or depression) on the girl’s return 
• reluctance to undergo normal medical examinations. 
• confiding in a professional without being explicit about the problem due to embarrassment or fear. 
• talking about pain or discomfort between her legs 

 
The Serious Crime Act 2015 sets out a duty on professionals (including teachers) to notify police 
when they discover that FGM appears to have been carried out on a girl under 18. In schools, this will 
usually come from a disclosure. 
Teachers must personally report to the police cases where they discover that an act of FGM appears 
to have been carried out; and discuss any such cases with the safeguarding lead and children’s 
social care. The duty does not apply in relation to at risk or suspected cases. 

 
 
Honour Based Violence (HBV): 
 

Honour Based Violence (HBV). So-called ‘honour-based’ violence (HBV) encompasses crimes 
which have been committed to protect or defend the honour of the family and/or the community, 
including Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), forced marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. 
All forms of so called HBV are abuse (regardless of the motivation) and should be handled and 
escalated as such. 

 
 
 
 



Radicalisation and The Prevent Duty: 
 

As part of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015, schools have a duty to ‘prevent people 
being drawn into terrorism’. This has become known as the ‘Prevent Duty’. 
Where staff are concerned that children and young people are developing extremist views or show 
signs of becoming radicalized, they should discuss this with the Designated Safeguarding Lead.  
The Designated Safeguarding Lead has received training about the Prevent Duty and tackling 
extremism and is able to support staff with any concerns they may have. 
We use the curriculum to ensure that children and young people understand how people with 
extreme views share these with others, especially using the internet.  
We are committed to ensuring that our pupils are offered a broad and balanced curriculum that 
aims to prepare them for life in modern Britain. Teaching the school’s core values alongside the 
fundamental British Values supports quality teaching and learning, whilst making a positive 
contribution to the development of a fair, just and civil society. 
 
Recognising Extremism: 
 
Early indicators of radicalisation or extremism may include: 

• showing sympathy for extremist causes 
• glorifying violence, especially to other faiths or cultures 
• making remarks or comments about being at extremist events or rallies outside school  
• evidence of possessing illegal or extremist literature 
• advocating messages similar to illegal organisations or other extremist groups 
• out of character changes in dress, behaviour and peer relationships (but there are also very 

powerful narratives, programmes and networks that young people can come across online so 
involvement with particular groups may not be apparent.) 

• secretive behaviour 
• online searches or sharing extremist messages or social profiles 
• intolerance of difference, including faith, culture, gender, race or sexuality 
• graffiti, art work or writing that displays extremist themes 
• attempts to impose extremist views or practices on others 
• verbalising anti-Western or anti-British views 
• advocating violence towards others 

 
 
Online Safety: 
 

When children use the school’s network to access the internet, they are protected from 
inappropriate content by our filtering and monitoring systems. However, many pupils are able to 
access the internet using their own data plan. To minimise inappropriate use, as a school we 
monitor IT use through online screening and provide education regarding online safety. 

 
Peer on peer abuse including sexual violence and harassment between students in schools:  
 

Staff should be aware that safeguarding issues can manifest themselves via peer on peer abuse. 
This is most likely to include, but not limited to:  

• bullying (including cyberbullying); 
• physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing 

physical harm; 
• sexual violence and sexual harassment; 
• gender-based violence 
• sexting (also known as youth produced sexual imagery); and 
• initiation-type violence and rituals. 



Abuse is abuse and should never be tolerated or passed off as “banter” or “part of growing up”. 
Different gender issues can be prevalent when dealing with peer on peer abuse. This could for 
example include girls being sexually touched/assaulted or boys being subject to initiation-type 
violence. 
At Ousedale School we believe that all children have a right to attend school and learn in a safe 
environment. Children should be free from harm by adults in the school and other students. 
We recognise that some students will sometimes negatively affect the learning and wellbeing of 
others and their behaviour will be dealt with under the school’s Behaviour Policy. 
Occasionally, allegations may be made against students by others in the school, which are of a 
safeguarding nature. Safeguarding issues raised in this way may include physical abuse, 
emotional abuse, sexual abuse and sexual exploitation. It is likely that to be considered a 
safeguarding allegation against a pupil, some of the following features will be found. 
The allegation: 
• is made against an older pupil and refers to their behaviour towards a younger pupil or a more 

vulnerable pupil 
• is of a serious nature, possibly including a criminal offence 
• raises risk factors for other pupils in the school 
• indicates that other pupils may have been affected by this student 
• indicates that young people outside the school may be affected by this student 
At Ousedale School we will support the victims of peer on peer abuse. 

 
In cases of ‘sexting’ we follow guidance given to schools and colleges by the UK Council for Child 
Internet Safety (UKCCIS) published in 2017: ‘Sexting in schools and colleges, responding to 
incidents, and safeguarding young people’.  

 
Private Fostering: 
 

A private fostering arrangement is one that is made privately (without the involvement of a local 
authority) for the care of a child under the age of 16 years (under 18, if disabled) by someone other 
than a parent or close relative, in their own home, with the intention that it should last for 28 days 
or more. 
A close family relative is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt’ and includes half-
siblings and step-parents; it does not include great-aunts or uncles, great grandparents or cousins. 
Parents and private foster carers both have a legal duty to inform the relevant local authority at 
least six weeks before the arrangement is due to start; not to do so is a criminal offence. 
Whilst most privately fostered children are appropriately supported and looked after, they are a 
potentially vulnerable group who should be monitored by the local authority, particularly when the 
child has come from another country. In some cases privately fostered children are affected by 
abuse and neglect, or be involved in trafficking, child sexual exploitation or modern-day slavery.  
Schools have a mandatory duty to report to the local authority where they are aware or suspect 
that a child is subject to a private fostering arrangement. Although schools have a duty to inform 
the local authority, there is no duty for anyone, including the private foster carer or social workers 
to inform the school. However, it should be clear to the school who has parental responsibility. 
School staff should notify the designated safeguarding lead when they become aware of private 
fostering arrangements. The designated safeguarding lead will speak to the family of the child 
involved to check that they are aware of their duty to inform the LA. The school itself has a duty to 
inform the local authority of the private fostering arrangements. 
On admission to the school, we will take steps to verify the relationship of the adults to the child 
who is being registered. 

 
 
 
 



Upskirting: 
 

The Criminal Prosecution Service (CPS) defines 'up skirting' as a colloquial term referring to the 
action of placing equipment such as a camera or mobile phone beneath a person’s clothing to take 
a voyeuristic photograph without their permission. It is not only confined to victims wearing skirts or 
dresses and equally applies when men or women are wearing kilts, cassocks shorts or trousers. 

 
Serious Violence: 

All staff should be aware of indicators, which may indicate that children are at risk from, or are 
involved with, serious crime. 

• Persistently missing from school/home or being found out of area 
• Unexplained money, clothes or mobile phone/s 
• Excessive texts or phone calls 
• Relationships with controlling/older individuals or groups 
• Leaving home with no explanation 
• Suspicions of physical assault/unexplained injuries 
• Parental concerns 
• Carrying weapons 
• A decline in school results performance or attendance 
• Gang association or isolation from peers social networks 
• Self-harm or significant changes in emotional wellbeing 
• Change in attitude, low self esteem 
• Bullying, truancy, exclusion 
• Impulsivity 

 

 
 
 
 


